Conspiracy, 1967


1/67
Igor "Turk" Vaganov, alias John Nicholson, Kurt Kullaway, Vince Carson, Igor Baganov  Greater Philadelphia, Gaeton Fonzi

1/3/67
New York - The Saturday Evening Post published today a copyright article by author Richard J. Whalen concluding that there is circumstantial evidence to support the theory of a second assassin in the shooting of President John F. Kennedy.

...  In a companion editorial, the Post called for a "meticulous re-examination of the disputed findings" of the Warren Commission Report.  AP A115

1/4/67
Dallas - Jack Ruby denied it to the edge of death.  But even his family couldn't help asking, because so many other people seemed to be asking, whether he really acted alone and not as la part of a conspiracy …

Jack Ruby also complained that his cancer was induced secretly in jail.  When he experienced difficulty breathing early in December and was taken to the hospital, it was thought he had pneumonia.  He took this as proof that mustard gas was seeped into his cell.  When his condition was diagnosed as cancer, it was certain it had been injected into him. ...

... On 12/17 He felt so good ... he asked for huge moist of kosher foods, including pastrami, dill pickles, lox, green onions, etc.  Elmer Gertz said “the doctors didn't object.  Of course Jack couldn't hold that food down, but to deny it to him would be like denying a condemned man his last meal."  …  Oakland Tribune AP Gavzer

1/10/67
St. Paul - St. Paul Dispatch says one of its columnists, Bill Diehl, has purchased from New York autograph dealer a letter from Jack Ruby written to a jail trusty, Thomas E. Miller, who now lives in Dallas.  Letter guaranteed as to authenticity, one of five or six Ruby wrote to Miller.

Said LBJ "found me as the perfect setup for a frame.  Remember they had the President killed, and now with me in the picture, they'll make it look as though Castro or the Russians had it done.  Anyone in their right mind would know that the Russians or Castro would never do anything like that.  It would only create worse hostilities.  ... remember that only one who had all to gain was Johnson himself.  Figure that out."  AP B92 1135pcs

1/19/67
Moscow - ... Literary Gazette [of USSR] said that [Governor Ronald] Reagan is controlled by public relations men and "by more powerful forces - the forces who took John Kennedy's life, the forces who are getting rich through the war in Vietnam, the forces who hate the very idea of civil rights."  San Francisco Chronicle, AP

2/13/67
Detroit - Jack Ruby's brother says he is bent on killing rumors that Ruby and Lee Harvey Oswald conspired in the assassination ...

"This thing is not over," said Earl Ruby.  "It won't be until this talk of conspiracy between Jack and Oswald is ended and the truth accepted.  We don't know yet what we will do to end it, but we will find a way."

...  "I guess I've spent half my time on this thing.  I've been to Dallas maybe 30 or 40 times.  The stewardesses even know me by name.  But I've made my last trip.  I'm never going back."  AP B31

2/21/67
From feature story on Lane:

Quoting Lane: "I've never said Oswald was innocent.  I think there’s no question he could not have been convicted at a trial.  Did he do it or was there more than one person involved?  I think the evidence that there were at least two people is conclusive.”

Last August Rush to Judgment was published.  …  And now, three years after the fact, a Harris Poll finds that 54 percent of the American people think the Warren Commission left “a lot of unanswered questions about who killed Kennedy" and, according to a Gallup Poll, an even more substantial majority, 84 per cent, feel that Oswald did not act alone.  Oakland Tribune, Mike McGrady

3/29/67
From context, Lane apparently spoke by phone [tape?] from New Orleans.

Lane: The evidence that [Garrison] has is massively detailed and shows that very powerful forces - I think I can say this - that the evidence is conclusive that no foreign cower was involved, none at all, but a very powerful domestic force was involved in planning the events which culminated in the death of President Kennedy, and that the persons that actually participated in the conspiracy and in the assassination are known to Mr. Garrison, to his staff, and now to me.  The evidence is so conclusive, I believe, that when Garrison walks into that courtroom in New Orleans and presents it, and when the American people learn for the first time who planned the events, which culminated in the death of President Kennedy, they are going to be outraged, absolutely outraged, and shocked and stunned.  Then I think that there are going to be some very important, drastic changes in this country.  There will have to be after that evidence is known.  Mort Sahl program, KLAC, Los Angeles

4/67
The false Oswald theory has considerable substance.  One angle Garrison is working on is that a look-alike for Oswald was seen with David Ferrie - at the time Oswald was in Minsk.  Ramparts, William Turner, p. 9

4/10/67
Stuart said he was at Parkland, worked on Connally and Oswald but not on JFK.  Said all the doctors said JFK had a left frontal entry wound and massive rear exit wound, which squares with grassy knoll theory and impossible for Oswald to have done alone.  Thinks Communists had the most to gain.  Points out J. Edgar Hoover said Oswald was a Marxist but that the Department of Justice could have covered this up.  Typed notes by listener of telephone interview of a Dr. David Stuart, Gallatin, TN, by Joe Dolan, KNEW, Oakland, 4/10/67. 8:30 a.m.  [See also tape of Dolan's follow-up call to Dr. Stuart].

4/18/67
Lane : I spent a week with [Jim Garrison], every single day … and I have seen the evidence which he has gathered.  ...  It shows that a very powerful domestic force, which remains part of the American structure now, planned the events which culminated in the assassination of President Kennedy, and that anti-Castro Cubans executed the program.  They didn't participate in the planning stage, but they pulled the trigger.  Mr. Garrison has this evidence.  It's overwhelming; it's documented in terms of eyewitness testimony, in terms of various documentary testimony, and he's going to present this and when he does, of course there'll be a great sense of outrage in the country, and with good reason, because it will then become plain why the government felt it had to issue a report which bore no relationship to the truth, because the kind of disclosures which will be made there in that courtroom are just the kind which no government has ever voluntarily made about itself.

Dolan: You actually feel that some domestic agency or some domestic ? is behind this?

Lane: Yes, I think there’s no question about it.  The evidence is conclusive, in my view.  Joe Dolan Show, KNEW Oakland, Transcribed from tape.

4/18/67
Caller suggested that since CIA trains guerillas it must also train execution squads, and it would be ironical if they were the ones involved in the assassination.

Lane's reply: "I know the answer to that but I cannot tell you."  At 880’

Lane does not believe that in all cases it was a "false Oswald."  At 840’ Tape, Billy Rose Show, KNEW Oakland

4/22/67
Manila - Philippine NBI agents checking out story of Luis Castillo, 24, described as a Puerto Rican communist agent of Cuba, but refuse to allow interviews with him because it might hamper their investigation.

Say he says, under truth serum, hypnosis and lie detector tests that he was given a gun to shoot a man in an open car in Dallas 22/11/63 but that he couldn't use it although he heard a man called Joe had succeeded.

Says he has no idea how he got to Dallas or back to Manila because he was put in a trance.  NBI says he entered Philippines disguised as a Filipino in order to contact communist agents in Manila, that he sought asylum in the Philippines because "I am afraid to go anywhere.  ...  I am as good as dead now."  San Francisco Examiner, AP
6/15/67
"[Ferrie] died within twenty-four hours after this writer got a tip that two Dallas policemen had gone to New Orleans to interview [him]."  Midlothian Mirror, Penn Jones, Jr.

[David Ferrie died 2/22/67.]

6/22/67
New Orleans --  Garrison says Kennedy was shot by members of the crack assassination team while they were concealed behind a stone wall on a grassy knoll. ... showed me a copy of a widely publicized picture of the ... scene.  "Look here, there is a figure behind that wall holding an automatic rifle."  I looked where he pointed.  I could not distinguish the figure ... but then Garrison pointed to the inset which he said was a blowup segment of the overall scene.  This inset clearly shows a man holding a rifle.  Garrison told me he recently visited New York and viewed a film taken outside the Book Depository building which shows officers holding the second rifle.  …  Nashville Tennesseean, Jim Squires

6/22/67
New Orleans - Garrison says there was a second rifle found by officers after the assassination - a rifle never mentioned in the Warren Report.  Garrison says he has viewed a film taken in front of the Texas School Book Depository in Dallas immediately after the assassination showing officers holding this second rifle.  "Now what happened to that second rifle," Garrison said to me.  "It took them 15 minutes to find Oswald's gun in that building.  This gun was found immediately and it was not Oswald's.  It had no telescopic sights."  "You cannot find that second weapon anywhere in the 26 volumes of the Warren Commission Report.  It is hidden under a bed?  Was it buried under a building?  Was it dropped in a vat of acid?  All I know is that it has disappeared."    Nashville Tennesseean, Jim Squires

8/67
Igor "Turk" Vaganov, alias John Nicholson, Kurt Kullaway, Vince Carson, Igor Baganov  Esquire, John Berendt

9/11/67
In October Playboy, out tomorrow, Garrison says "The President was assassinated by a precision guerrilla team of at least seven men, including anti-Castro adventurers and members of the paramilitary right."  Says two men were on grassy knoll behind picket fence, two more behind a small stone wall to the right, with one man firing from each position and his partner picking up the cartridges.  In addition, two other men fired from behind - one from the Texas School Book Depository and one probably from the Dal-Tex Building.  A seventh man had just staged an epileptic fit to distract attention from the snipers.  Says Oswald was a scapegoat.  New York Times
9/15/67
“We located a picture of the assassin's gun ... being brought down from the Book Depository, and we found the person who took the picture, timed the picture; it was five minutes after one; this gun did not have a telescopic sight on it.  This is 25 minutes before Oswald's gun was found. ..."  Joe Dolan telephone interview with Garrison, KNEW, Oakland, Transcribed from tape

9/21/67
New York - Taping a broadcast for 9/26/67, Garrison charges JFK assassination was ordered and paid for by oil-rich psychotic millionaires, all extreme conservatives.  Said there were considerably more than seven men involved, radio-equipped and taking virtually no risk of being caught.  "The connecting link at every level from the oil rich sponsors down to the Dallas police department, down through Jack Ruby and including anti-Castro adventurers at the operating level, were Minutemen Nazi oriented.  It was essentially a Nazi operation."  Said Oswald at the time was a CIA operator playing his part in the assassination thinking he was fulfilling another government's [government?] assignment.  [Special to the New Orleans States-Item, Carl Pelleck]

11/1/67
From story on publication of Weisberg's Oswald in New Orleans: Case of Conspiracy with the CIA
"The author ... suggests the Kennedy Administration changed its anti-Castro policy in 1963 and frustrated the anti-Castro groups with a raid on a Louisiana explosives hoard and a Florida arrest in an arms-running case.  He suggests that this provided a motive for would-be assassins resenting such a policy change.

"'Instead of running down the men who killed John Kennedy, the U.S. Government simply ratified his execution and moved on to more important matters,' Mr. Garrison charges in his foreword.  'With regard to the men who actually killed him, because of their displeasure with his foreign policy, the assassination has been treated not as an offense but as a mandate for change.'"  New York Times
11/10/67
From review of Oswald in New Orleans, Harold Weisberg:

Three days before the assassination, a speech by Sergio Carbo, a Cuban exile editor, virtually predicted Kennedy's murder when he announced that "a serious event soon to take place will oblige Washington to modify its policy of peaceful co-existence."

The Mafia had been offered a "contract" on Kennedy - i.e., a hired murder, and that it was "too hot" for the Mafia, so the Minutemen picked up the contract.  Berkeley Barb, Hal Verb

11/24-12/1/67
Blow-Up: November 22, 1963, Raymond Marcus.  A detailed analysis of the Mary Moorman photo, which when blown up allegedly shows a man holding a straight object half-hidden behind concrete wall in front of the pergola.

Detailed account of Mrs. Moorman’s experience with James Featherstone of the Dallas Times-Herald, and of what happened to her photograph.  LA Free Press

11/24/67
Article by Marcus deals with Polaroid photo taken by Mary Moorman at time of assassination, recounts what happened to it after she took it, and details results of analysis of photo by himself and others.  Majority of those to whom Marcus showed blow-up [of area behind wall on grassy knoll] believed photo shows a human figure.  LA Free Press, Raymond Marcus

11/24/67
Harold Weisberg, in interview with LA Free Press, quotes from tape recording of remarks by Wesley Liebeler describing his personal re-writing of section of Warren Report, to conclude that "Leon Oswald" could not have been "Lee Oswald."  Liebeler says "on the night of the 20th or 21st of September when we were going over the page proofs of the Report for the last time," a report was received from the FBI that the three men who had visited Sylvia Odio] had been found.  He rewrote the section that night and sent it to the Government Printing Office.  Weisberg points out that no member of the Commission saw this before it was published.  LA Free Press  [See also Garrison file, Weisberg 11/13/68]

12/67
See footnote 17 [p. 175], which deals with Thompson interview of O. P. Wright and Darrell Tomlinson.  Wright, shown three bullet shapes drawn by Josiah Thompson, picked a sharp-nosed bullet as similar to the one he had handled; rejected photos of CE 399 and CE 572 [ballistics comparison rounds]; Tomlinson uncertain.

Thompson: " ... if Wright's recollection is accurate, then CE 399 must have been switched for the real bullet sometime later in the transmission chain.  This could have been done only by some federal officer, since it was in government possession from that time on.  If this is true, then the assassination conspiracy would have to have involved members of the federal government and been an 'inside' job."  Six Seconds in Dallas, Josiah Thompson

12/22/67
Text of Garrison speech at University of Mexico, Albuquerque, 12/15/67.  Outlines three levels in the conspiracy:

1 Operations - shooters, walkie-talkies.

2 Services - Ferrie, Ruby.

3 Sponsors - "which I can't go into in much detail - that get's kind of high up."

Says four, possibly five origins of fire:

1 Dal-Tex or Records Building,

2 Texas School Book Depository,

3 Grassy Knoll,

4 drainage system. [details on sewer system, negotiable, roomy, access beyond fence].  Says .45 bullet picked up by fed agent in picture showing 12:40 p.m. by Texas School Book Depository clock.  Therefore government had to know soon after that more than one man involved.  Says 10 men arrested, but released after Tippit killing staged by two dark-haired men as diversion.  Asked about Walker, notes he spent two days before in New Orleans, was in air en route to Shreveport at time.  LA Free Press
12/26/67
District Attorney says Oswald acting as a federal informant told the FBI five days before the assassination there would be an attempt on JFK's life.  Says final conspirators meeting took place 11/17, and on same day FBI sent out TWX announcing that on 11/22 there was be an attempt on JFK's life in Dallas.  Says TWX went to J. Edgar Hoover, whom Bradley tried to promote for president in 1964.  Says LBJ had to know before sundown 11/22/63 that Oswald did not pull the trigger.  New Orleans States-Item, Oakland Tribune, San Francisco Examiner
AP version later in day has Garrison saying Oswald was feeding all the information he could to the FBI [not seen in any newspaper].  AP 099-72NU 803pcs

12/30/67
Holmes Alexander column on wisdom of LBJ's habit of making hand-shaking forays into crowds.
" ... We live in the night of small knives and long rifles.  The Warren Commission's hurry-up verdict on the Kennedy assassination is no longer believed.  If the daylight murder wasn't done by a lone, demented gunman then it was a conspiracy, abhor the idea as we may.  …”  New Orleans States-Item
