Conspiracy, 1965


1/65
... From the beginning, we have pointed out, however, that the CIA and other governmental groups think nothing of assassinating the political leaders [and layman, as well] of other countries.  …  Why is it so important to persuade the American people that the murder of Kennedy was the isolated act of a psychopath rather than a politically motivated act similar in nature to actions carried out in our name in Vietnam, Venezuela, the Congo, and all over the world?  Is it perhaps time, rather, to face up to the fact that the United States is no longer a privileged sanctuary from which politicians can order acts of brutality abroad without reaping sooner or later a similar harvest at home -- if not in retaliation, by avengers of the victims, then through the political acts of disgruntled accomplices or agents, who have fallen out over policy or power?  …  Liberation, The Death of a President, Dave Dellinger, p. 11

1/2/65
Attorney Vincent J. Salandria in a six page critique of the Warren Commission report appearing in the January issue of Liberation magazine, says he is convinced - after analyzing the shots, trajectories and wounds that resulted in the death of President Kennedy.  ... that "this killing could not have been the work of one man firing a bolt-action rifle from the Book Depository Building."  National Guardian 

1/3/65
Sauvage's summary of evidence ignored by minimized or distorted by the Warren Commission which pointed toward others impersonating Oswald, planting evidence against him, or which did not conform with the official version of his guilt.

See also Sauvage book, The Oswald Affair, published in 1966.

Samples:

Charles Givens testified that at 11:55 a.m. he had seen Oswald on the 6th floor with clipboard, which was not found until 12/2, indicating building had not been thoroughly searched, or, if it was, evidence was placed there later to incriminate Oswald.

Dial Ryder’s gun-repair tag.

Used car dealers who testified Oswald, who could not drive, tested a car.

Rifle range where a man resembling Oswald practiced.

Failure to turn up any ammo for Oswald's rifle, and apparent failure to check on source.  The New Leader, The Case Against Mr. X, by Leo Sauvage, p. 13

1/4/65
J. Lee Rankin, replying to Salandria's criticism of Warren Report, said "there was no credible evidence" to support a theory that more than three shots had been fired during the assassination of President Kennedy.  New York Times, San Francisco Chronicle

1/5/65
Philadelphia - John H. McCloy, chairman of the President's advisory board of disarmament, urged today that the United States make a greater effort in Viet Nam. [and further hawk talk].  AP

1-3/65
Pioneering, basic analysis of Warren Report and supplements evidentiary material on the shots, trajectories and wounds, time factors and testimony - all leading to conclusions different from those of the Report.  Liberation, 2 issues, The Warren Report?, Vincent J. Salandria

2/65
In the language of George Orwell, the Kennedy assassination as a political phenomenon is now an "unfact" and anyone who questions this highly questionable hypothesis is an "unperson."  The Minority of One, Letter to the Editor, Bernard Edwin Galitz, Wellesley, Mass, p. 22

2/21/65
Malcolm X assassinated in New York.  See reference for account of killing and background material.  AP: The World in 1965

3/65
... Must we stand by the Warren Report forever?  Not at all.  There are at least two things that would destroy these arguments.  If somebody involved in any conceivable conspiracy begins spilling the beans and impugning the authority we appeal to, then all bets are off.  Or, secondly, if there is a sudden swing to the further-right in our politics, something that surpasses anything we night have expected from JFK, then a CIA plot becomes more interesting as a possibility.  ...

... For it is impossible to imagine that a character like Ruby will go quietly to his death in order to cover up for anybody who night have employed him to kill Oswald.  Liberation, Letter to Editor, Theodore Roszak, p. 47.  Reply by Paul Goodman in April issue, and Roszak's rebuttal in May issue.

3/65
Castellano, says believes "I am a patsy" censored out of Warren Report s version of Oswald interview in Dallas police station.  The Minority of One, p. 30

3/65
Dwight MacDonald argues the Warren Report can be believed, because of the mountain of evidence, in spite of the stupidities of the Commission.

... Partisanship does infect the Report, however, and it won't do to pretend otherwise.  In two ways.  The Prosecutor's Brief: accepting or rejecting testimony according to how it gets into what the Commissioners want to prove.  And The Establishment Syndrome: the reflexive instinct of people in office to trust other officials more than outsiders, and to gloss over their mistakes.  Esquire, A Critique of the Warren Report, Dwight MacDonald, p. 59

3/65
... Eugene Boone ... not only ran towards the knoll ... he is also the deputy who found a rifle on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository building almost an hour later, and identified it as a 7.65 Mauser [Hearings XIX, p. 507; Hearings VII, pp. 105-9].

... Ochus V. Campbell, vice-president of the Texas School Book Depository building ... was watching when President Kennedy was killed.  We know he ran toward the grassy knoll afterward.  The Dallas Times-Herald of 11/223 quotes him as saying he raced back into the building and saw Oswald in a small storage room on the ground floor.  But he prepared no affidavit, gave no deposition, and was never interrogated by the Commission as far as the record shows.  ...  The Minority of One, Fifty-One Witnesses: The Grassy Knoll, Harold Feldman, p. 16

3/65
... We submit, on the contrary, that the earwitness evidence is quite credible.  Taken together with the ballistic and medical evidence analyzed by Mr. Salandria, it is not only credible; it is convincing.  There was at least one other assassin firing at President Kennedy from the vicinity of the grassy knoll.  The Minority of One, Fifty-One Witnesses: The Grassy Knoll, Harold Feldman, p. 16

3/65
Detailed account of how CBS videotape of Oswald "press conference " was cut to eliminate his "I'm a patsy" statement from later showing.  Says has tape recording of the uncut showing from which supplies the missing dialogue.  Establishes that Ruby was present when Oswald said it, and knew what he meant.

Confirmed by letter from Sylvia Meagher in 5/65 issue which quotes Seth Kantor's note: "7:55 'I'm just a patsy.'"

Also: "Ask Fritz: Who N. C. Preacher who tipped them about the mail-order purchase?"  The Minority of One, Letter to the Editor from Lillian Castellano, Hollywood, CA, p. 30

3/1/65
Story on Harold Feldman's analysis in Minority of One of testimony of eyewitnesses, showing 51 thought shots came from grassy knoll while 32 thought from Texas School Book Depository.  New York Times

Shorter version of same story in San Francisco Chronicle, 3/365

{Original: The Minority of One, 3/65]

3/15/65
London -- conspiracy theories persist in Europe.  New York Times
4/65
An exploration of evidence in the Warren Report and supplements pointing toward Ruby's connections with Dallas police and officials, big time gambling, narcotics, anti-Castro Cubans and rackets.

Note important correction on p. 11 from May issue.

… It has been suggested that the United States government find a way to compel Ruby to talk; it might be more precisely relevant to suggest that public opinion compel the Government to permit Ruby to talk.  …  The Minority of One, Who is Jack Ruby?, Mark Lane, p. 8

5/65
On presence of newsmen at police department:

What is less generally recognized is that this is strong evidence that there was no police association with any suspected conspiracy, because newsmen are not usually invited to be present on such an occasion.  If there had been any conspiracy they would have been carefully excluded.  New York University Law Review, Arthur L. Goodhart, p. 410

5/65
The Commission was faced with the task of ascertaining a negative, which requires far more proof than does a positive conclusion.  … Perhaps it was the negative character of much of [the] evidence which led in part to the Commission's decision … to hold the hearings in private unless a witness asked for a public one.  If it had seemed probable that the evidence would lead to a positive conclusion in regard to a conspiracy, or that someone besides Oswald had independently taken part in killing the President, there would have been stronger reasons for calling attention to the evidence at a public hearing as this would have enabled the public to judge how much weight should be given to it.  New York University Law Review, Arthur L. Goodhart, p. 422

5/65
The selection of the particular motorcade route which would take it past the Depository building was indicated as early as 11/15 or 11/16, but was not definitely selected until 11/18 …

... If Oswald's employment was unrelated to the assassination and if he were the only assassin involved, then the conspiratorial relationship, if one in fact existed, would have been formulated during the few days when it was known that Oswald could be available as an assassin because of his position of opportunity in the Depository building.  The investigation would then have centered upon his activities, contacts and relationships to other people throughout the period of the week preceding the assassination.  The other evidence concerning his activities might then provide leads or clues to agencies or groups whose activities during the same period should have been placed under close scrutiny.

Lord Devlin ... has already noted the apparent failure to place Oswald's activities during this week under special scrutiny.

Footnote: On the other hand such a hypothesis was developed by the Commission with respect to the conspiratorial relationship of Ruby.  The Commission claims it tried "to reconstruct as precisely as possible the movements of Jack Ruby during the period 11/21-11/24/63 ... on the premise that, if Jack Ruby were involved in a conspiracy, his activities and associations during this period, would, in some way, have reflected the conspiratorial relationship."  …

p. 438 - it should be noted that Oswald's trip to [Mexico] in September, following the announcement of the Presidential visit, did receive extensive attention by the investigative agencies in order to determine whether his contacts in that area were related to a conspiracy.  New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese, p. 437

5/65
Discussion of testimony by Arnold Rowland, who said he saw a second man at southeast corner window, sixth floor, Texas School Book Depository, and efforts by Commission to discredit him.

The Commission, in handling Mrs. Rowland, betrayed a desire to discredit her husband rather than confront the implications of his testimony.  p. 447

The investigative approach followed after Rowland's disclosure was incomplete and the resort to impeachment of character smacks of a prosecutor's approach rather than that of one committed to the ascertainment of truth.  p. 451

The treatment of Rowland and the investigation of accomplices at the scene is only a narrow slice of the Warren Commission's work.  Whether it is representative or not, in certain aspects it is symptomatic of a bias to defend a conclusion previously made.  p. 452  New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese

5/65
As the arbiter of its own procedures, and without any responsible agency or party critically examining its investigative hypotheses or its method of handling witnesses, the Commission was by design made susceptible to error through following any bias existing or developed by its own investigation.  And, in the investigation of possible accomplices at the scene, there is evidence that it was a victim of its own bias.  It was a victim not in the sense that it failed to find the truth, but in the sense that it blinded itself from making the complete effort and assessment it otherwise attempted on all significant questions.  New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese, p. 453

5/65
Author quotes from book by Hans Habe [Der Tod in Texas: Eine Amerikanische Tragedie, 1964]:

"We know already at this moment, that the Warren Report will not stand history.  Not that the Report is false, it is insufficient; instead of completeness it offers copious circumstantiality.  It contains neither lies nor half truths - which are identical with lies - but only the half of the truth.  A half truth will nearly always be spoken with bad intent: the half of the truth means that someone has stopped at a certain line behind which lies the truth, a line that must be stepped across, to reach the whole of the truth."  New York University Law Review, Did Lee Harvey Oswald Act without help?, J. M. van Bemmelen, p. 467

5/65
Author's conclusion is that there was no conspiracy, particularly between Oswald and Ruby.  Discussion of article by Rothstein [Presidential Assassination Syndrome]: "there are many striking similarities between Oswald's life history and the histories of several patients in the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners in Springfield, MO, who were detained there because they had threatened to murder the [a?] President."  Discussion of book by Hans Babe [Der Tod in Texas: Eine Amerikanische Tragedie, 1964] and firm disagreement with Habe's view that there was a conspiracy.

...  Every criminologist, knows that killing is contagious.  It is quite possible that the assassination of the President by Oswald in turn induced Ruby to murder Oswald, without there being any previous link between these psychologically unstable men.

... The overwhelming evidence gathered by the Commission leads to only one reasonable conclusion - that Lee Harvey Oswald was a psychologically disturbed individual who acted alone, without help from any group or nation.  New York University Law Review, Did Lee Harvey Oswald Act without help?, J. M. van Bemmelen, p. 466

5/65
Letter from Sylvia Meagher cites Seth Kantor's notebook [Kantor Exhibit No. 3] quoting patsy remark.  The Minority of One
5/65
Interview with Melvin Belli.

... I can tell you something most people never knew.  The night before Oswald was shot, I learned, a Dallas policeman and his girlfriend talked with Jack Ruby, trying to get him to approve of the idea of having Oswald lynched.  Their reason was that they knew what a weak-minded guy Jack Ruby was.  At the trial, I never mentioned the cop and his girl, because I never could locate them again; they just disappeared.  ...

... It might also interest you to know that I was offered $100,000 from another source not to defend Jack Ruby.  I'm not saying what source.  ... [Names H. L. Hunt as making the offer, See National Guardian, 8/8/64]

... Federal Judge Sarah Hughes called Dallas "the only American city in which the President could have been shot."  Playboy

7/18/65
Washington - The government's drive against organized crime [began declining] on the day of President Kennedy's death.

"The next day we stopped getting information from the FBI on the Bobby Baker investigation," said a young Justice Department lawyer.  "Within a month, the FBI men in the field wouldn't tell us anything.  We started running out of gas”  ...  New York Times Fred P. Graham

9/16/65
Story on Senator J.W. Fulbright's attack on U.S. policy in the Dominican crisis.

United States policy toward the Dominican Republic shifted markedly to the right between 9/63 and 4/65.  Responsibility for the failure of American policy in Santo Domingo lies primarily with those who advised [President Johnson].  In the critical days between 4/25 and 4/28 these officials sent the President exaggerated reports of the danger of a Communist take-over in Santo Domingo, and , on the basis of these, recommended United States military intervention.  …  Underlying the bad advise and unwise actions of the United States was the fear of "another Cuba."  New York Times
10/65
Quotes Sauvage as methodically developing evidence that one or more other persons were posing as Oswald prior to the assassination, and that the Warren Commission chose to overlook this and did not investigate it properly nor the plot which it implied.  Atlas, review of L'affaire Oswald, by Leo Sauvage, Les Editions de Minuit, Paris. Translated from Le Monde, 6/22/65.

11/65
A review of Melvin Belli's Dallas Justice, which, the reviewer contends, indicates that Dallas authorities were threatening Ruby at the same time they were assuring him he never would be executed.

"Can it be that the truth about the Kennedy-Oswald murders lies in the memory of a man unable to talk to a nation unwilling to hear?  This is the impression one gets from a careful reading of Belli's book."  The Minority of One, What Ruby Did Not Tell, Thomas C. Fiddick, p. 15
11/14/65
San Francisco - Anonymous caller cites in detail patsy remark, how it still exists on CBS tapes of interview.  The Minority of One, KCBS, Joe Dolan call-in program
11/22/65
The writer takes the eight charges against Oswald, shows that four are irrelevant if not dubious, and demolishes the other four with the Report's own evidence.  The New Leader, The Warren Commission's Case Against Oswald, Leo Sauvage, p. 16
12/65
... When, in our 1/64 issue, we wrote that  "the next few months will show what the political consequences of John Kennedy's assassination are to be," and that a significant change in policies "may well be tacit proof that the conspirators have achieved their political aim," little did we know that Johnson's accession to power would bring with it so determined an American push throughout Asia.  ...

... one thing is certain: that under Lyndon B. Johnson the United States has engaged in military and political pursuits that until not so long ago were postulated only by a small group of extreme militarists.  The Minority of One, Editorial, On Fighting Presidents, p. 7
12/21/65
Detroit -- letters accusing former vice president Nixon and FBI director J. Edgar Hoover of responsibility in death of JFK under investigation by FBI agents.

Letters bore typewritten signature "AFL-CIO" and local AFL-CIO council return address, addressed to "Attorney Gen. Katzman" said Oswald is innocent and slaying done by two brothers who are part of a gang of 10 men.  Letters gave "Katzman" 30 days to do something about it and if you do not we will bury you with the Warren Commission."

How Nixon and J. Edgar Hoover supposed to be involved not explained in story.

Union officials denied strenuously, turned over all copies to FBI, and said letter appeared to be the work of a mentally deranged person.  AP

12/23/65
Commentary deals with Warren Report as another example of the credibility gap suffered by the Johnson administration.  Based largely on two books, L' Affaire Oswald by Leo Sauvage and Sylvan Fox's The Unanswered Questions About President Kennedy's Assassination.

Discerns two deeply disturbing thoughts - that there was a conspiracy to kill JFK and that some of the plotters are still at large, and that there is another conspiracy to cover up, hide the facts and prevent the American people from knowing the truth.  KPFA, Marshall Windmiller

