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on U.S. phones
Washington

© Offiefals of the National Secu-
rity Agency said in a closed-door -
sessiﬁﬁ‘ of the House Select Com-

mlttee on Intelhgence yesterday -
that “at the present time”: the :

agéﬂ@mﬁ auﬁéﬁmmmwmﬁion
. domestic’ ‘or ' overs&as” telephone
calls’ of Americhns, the committee

chairman reported. i )f i

But Chairman Otis Pike

{Dem-N.Y.) said that after” over
four hours of testimony, he and a
“great many members” of: the
committee still have “doubts”

that the NSA is not mtrudmg on
telephone calls placed in this :

country by American cmzens

Although the NSA' 0ff1c1als ‘

said they do not now eav esdrop on
overseas telephone calls placed
by American citizens, the general
counsel for the agency, Roy Ban-
ner, said in public session ‘the
NSA believes that current wire-
tapping law does not prohibit the
agency from doing so. ¥

In a brief portion of the hear-
ings Held in public yesterday
morning, Pike asked, “You think
that although wiretaps are prohib-
ited by the law that interception
‘of telephone calls of American
citizens heading overseas is not
prohibited by that deCISlon"”

BAnner answered, "Phat is
correet.”

The confusion over What the
agency actually does and what its
officials said. it. does is a “seman-
tic” problem, Pike said. He said
that he would not delve into the

details of the operation durmg a

- news briefing.

. The strongest stream of spec-
ulation, tacitly confirmed by two
members of the committee, was
that the NSA scans all overseas
telephone calls placed from this
country using a computer and
selects out calls it wamts to
record. The scanmng, one»ssource
suggested may be done outside
the " United " States and possibly

could involve the communieations -

satellites, which carry oyerseas
telephone connections.

When agency off1c1als said
they did not intrude on the tele-
phone calis of Americans, one
source  suggested, it meam that
the computer reject calls. gnvolv—
ing conversations between U.S.
citizens after - picking up»“%a few
moments 5

The atmosphere of yester- i

day’s hearing was pervaded by
the emphasis that NSA. capablh—

1975

NSA Denies Ll%tenlng In
'Now!

ties was one of the country S most
1mportant nation :

Tity Agency has
'gﬁulred to come

with ' the committee’s dctivities
after: its staff members came to
‘believe " that - Representative 'Les
Aspm (Dem-Wis.) used material
. taken in an earlier closed session °
to pose” questions to Wllham Col-

by, the director of Central Intelli- -

gence, on Wednesday in public.

“We started gettmg a little
nervous when guys like' Aspin
disclose in- open session what was

¢

House had bétome c0ncerned '

said.in an executive session,” this

‘official ‘said. Aspin led.the ques-
tioning of Colby on Wednesday
and it was under his questioning
that Colby reluctantly acknowl-
edged that the NSA eavesdropped
on American telephone calls.

Aspin said vesterday he‘was

%}mconvmced that. much of what

z& ‘officials said in closed

sessmn had a Iegitxmate natlonal
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X'See NYT/24 Jun 75, this
file, on court ruling.



