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The Harris Survey

Majorities Favor

~ Curb on Wiretap

. And Surveillance

By Louis Harris

Sizable majorities of the
American people support
measures that would more
strongly protect individual
citizens from illegal wiretap-
ping and illegal spying and
surveillance. A Harris Sur-
vey also indicates that there
has at the same time been
an important increase in
public concern for citizens’
rights of free expression,
compared with the climate
of opinion three years ago.

Here are some key find-

-ings from a recent in-person

.survey of a cross-section of
1,546 households across the
nation: :

®By 77 to 14 per cent,
those polled favor “a law
that would make it a major

‘offense for any person or or-

ganization to engage in ille-
gal wiretapping.”

®By 73 to 16 per cent,
Americans also support “a
law that would make politi-
-cal spying in campaigns a
serious offense.” z

®By 67 to 17 per cent, they
.also favor “much stiffer pen-
alties for people who leak
testimony before a grand
jury to the press.” Over the
past few years, newspaper
columnists and reporters
‘have obtained verbatim ac-
counts of testimony before
grand juries, a violation of
the law, for which the pub-
lic would like to see stiffer
penalties imposed.

All of these decisive pub-
lic mandates stem directly
from the events connected
with the Watergate affair.

Back in 1970 and again re-
cently in 1973, a cross-sec-
tion of 1,546 households na-
tionwide was asked:;:

“Some people have sug-
gested that the following

things be dome to help re-
store stability and order to
the country. For each, tell
me if you would favor or op-
pose such a step Dbeing

taken?”
Dis-  Not
Agree Agree Sure
% % %
All protest meetings
should be reviewed
in advance by gov-
ernment authorities to
be sure that what
people _are profesting
is_legitfimate and they
will not urge others
;o overthrow the sys-
em.

m
() Rt 43 47 10
i [y [T ——— 53 34 13
Authorfiies should be
given the right to
censor films, TV, ra-
dio, and theater for
unpairiotic or revo-
lutionary content.
1973 ... A7 10
1970 i iaovmensmniciss 32 n
Newspapers at
preach revolution
should ~ be  banned
from clrculation.
Ny 40 51 9
0 sonpucmngpvass 52 35 13
There should be a
law to make camp-
us protests grounds
for expulsion from .
college,
T3 covnaiiieasinges 38 49 - 13
V90 covesnveamecwmns 48 37 15
Dise  Not

Agree Asree Sure
% % %
Meetings to denounce .
the President should

be banned.
1973 Liiiiiiiienninas 34 57 9
1970 coiviinininnnn, 42 45 13

‘No one should be al-

lowed to have porno-

graphic (dirty) books,

pictures, or movies

in_his possession.
e 27 64 9
1 £ ) RS 34 53 13

The thrust of publie opin-
ion obviously has been in
the direction of opening up
the country to public criti-
cism and free speech, even
of the most extreme kind.
While part of this trend un-
doubtedly is the result of a
subsiding of protests, per-
haps, an even more impor-
tant part stems from public
reaction to the exposure of
high-level efforts to close
down dissent and criticism,
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