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The Senate’s best known
criminal investigator said
yesterday he has ordered
an inquiry into Federal
and State wiretapping to
calm ‘public uneasiness”
about it.

Senator John L. McClellan
(Dem.-Ark.) said he had di-
rerted the staff of his sub-
committee on criminal laws
and- procedures “to under-
take -a comprehensive exami-
nation” of how government

officials carry out wiretaps
and of what legal controls
limit them.

The Justice Department is-
sued a brief statement say-
©® The Justice Department is-
sued a brief statement say-
ing that Attorney General
John N. Mitchell had prom-
ised to give the subcommit-
te “every possible assist-
ance.” e o

McClellan, chairman of the

Senate Permanent Investiga-

tions Subcommittee, stressed
that he is satisfied that the
government had not tram-
pled any citizen’s civil rights
in using broadened surveil-
lance powers provided by the
1968 Crime Control Act.

The Senator sponsored the
section of that law which au-
thorizes wiretaps with prior
coyrt approval. 0 e

He said he sees ¢mno:evi-
dence” to warrant fear but

that “I am frank to admit
that I sense a public uneasi-
ness about wiretapping.” For

that reason, he said, ‘“there
is a need for a pbulic review

of the. facts — all of the

facts.”

MecClellan, who has led in-
vestigations into subjects
ranging from interstate yam-
bling to operation of U.S.
Servicemen’s clubs, said he
hopes to begin public hear-

MAY 11 1971

' McClellan Orders Wiretap Probe

inys on wiretappinp in the -
fall.

McClellan’s remarks fol-
lowed weeks of public contro-
versy over the government’s
wiretapping activities. Most
of the attacks — some of
them coming from Congress
— have been directed at the
FBI and its director, J. Ed-
gar Hoover, who started his
48th year yesterday as chief
of the Federal police agency.
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