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Snooping |
Curb Hit
By Nixon

WASHINGTON — (UP1) —
The Nixon Adminigtrationf
said today it would vigerous-
ly oppose any legislation that
would impair or open the
door to “unnecessary and in-
judicial supervision” of the
government’s  information-
" gathering activities.

But Sen. Charles' Mathias
(R-Md.) chargedin testimo-
ny before the Senate Consti-
tutional subcommittee that
government computers were
“bringing the ammunition
for- persecution, harassment
and idle gossip within the
reach of every prosecutor
and part-time deputy sheriff
in the land.”

Assistant Attorney General |

William H. Rehnquist said
the: answer to criticism of the
gathering and storing of in-
formation on Americans may
be “self-discipline on the
part “of the executive
branch.” d

Rehnquist said “'considera- |
tion” would be given to legis- |
lation ‘“‘carefully drawn fio |
meet demonstrable evilsina-

reasonable way, without im- ’
pairing the efficiency” of ||

federal investigative aectivi- ’
ties.

Rehnquist testitied before
the subcommittee, which is
investigating whether infor-
mation gathered and stored
on individuals violates their |
constitutional rights. v

Rehnquist told the commit- |
tee the occasional imperfec-
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e m%brmation gath-
ering system “should not be
permitted to obscure the fun-
damental necessity and im-
portance of federal informa-
tion gathering.”

Rehnquist told the commit- |

tee that when the Army’s do-
mestic intelligence-gathering
functions were closed down
-and its duties transferred to
the Justice Department, no
information in the Army’s
computer data banks was
transferred. : g
The Army’s domestic intel-
ligence activities have been
sharply 'criticized in testimo-
ny before the committee.
Mathias charged that At-
torney General John Mitchell
secretly had given the FBI
control over an elaborate na-
tional criminal justice data
bank without regard to stan-
dards that had been devel.

| oped to protect the individual

against unjust accusations.
He urged development of
legislation to insure that such

| computerized operations con-
tain built-in safeguards|

against police state tactics.
Data Bank Forerunner

Mathias said a pioneer
10-state system called
Project SEARCH (System
for Electronic Analysis and
Retrieval of Criminal Histo-
ries) had been developed as
the forerunner, of a national
criminal justice data bank.

The Law Enforcement As-
sistance Administration —
LEAA — was put in charge
of the system andreceived a
$1.5 million grant for its op-
erational development De-
cember 9.

“On Dec. 10, in an internal
directive which was not pub-
licly released, the Attorney

A

General transferred the
prime responsibility for fu-
ture development of a nation-
wide system for exchanging
criminal histories from
| LEAA to the FBI,” Mathias
said. . ‘
He said heunderstood
Mitchell’s letter mentioned
nothing about a “‘code of eth-
ics” that had been developed
by Project SEARCH to pro-
tect individual privacy.
The ‘code barred the use of

‘“irrelevant data” and “‘un-!

verified intelligence tips”;

recommended  “continuous '
purging of the system to

eliminate records of accused

first offender s who were

found innocent, and pre-

scribed procedures to permit |
individuals to correct inaccu-
racies or prejudicial omis-

sions in their arrest records.

Mathias said the individual
should have some assurance
that a youthfel inliscretion
will not follow him forever.

A suspended sentence at
age 18 for marijuana posses-
sion should not .““pop up for
years to jeopardize his appli-
| cations for jobs, for credit
cards and for home loans,”
Mathias said.

Among the 64,000. compu-
terized files maintained by
the Bureau of Narcotics, he
noted, were dgssiers on
‘“three boys under 3 years '
old. Will that item be buried
in statistical reports, surfac-
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ing only as curiosity? Or will
three boys be pursued:for life
by the tragic fact that they
were exposed to narcotics al-
most before. they could
talk?” e R
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