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Secretary Resor

Army Denies
Spying Reports

Vashington -

The Army strongly de-
iied yesterday ever spying
m Illinois members of
Jongress, saying such alle-
ations “are without foun-
{ation in fact.”

Secretary of the Army
Stanley R. Resor said hat af-
ter a preliminary check “I
can state that neither Sena-
t or Stevenson, Representa-
tive Mikva nor former Gov
ernor Kerner are or ever
have been the subject of mili-
tary intelligence activities or
investigations related to pol-
itical activities.”

He said the investigation is
continuing.

CHARGES

The denial came in res
ponse to charges made
Wednesday by Senator Sam
J. Ervin Jr. (Dem-N.C.)that
Army agents collected intel-
ligence information on Sena
tor Adlai Stevenson III,

former Illinois Governor Otto !

Kerner, now a federal judge,
nd Representative Abner
Mikva. ..

All three are Democrats.

There were reports by a
former Army intelligence
agen. that the military also
gathered-data on severaloth
er Illinois political figures

but Resor's statement was
limited to Stevensom, Mikva
und Kerner. :

. Pentagon spokesm”an Jerry
W. Friedheim said allega-
tions aconcerting other indi-
viduals woul have to be
hecked out separately.
STATEMENT

Resor declared that had
any of the alleged intellig

ence gathering a c tivitie s
been carried out they would
have been in violation of
Army policies.

The Defense -Department
and the Army are ‘gravely
concerned about the-allega-
tions,” Resor said.

‘T want to reaffirm the
Army’s desire to continue its
full cooperation with Senator
Ervin and other members of
Congress who share my con-
cern that there fust be no
abuses whatsoever of mili-
tary intelligence responsibili-
ties,” Resor said in his state-
ment.

ZITGLER

The White House issued a
statement yesterday oppos-
ing domestic spying and
presidential press secretary

Ronald L. Ziegle

arywill not be done under this

Admini stration.~.

P
Asked if President Nixon |

had ordered such activities

" to stop, Ziegler replied “For

me to answer that would'sug-
gest that it is going on. I
would refer you to what the
Secretary of Defense has
said — it is not going on in
any way atthistime.’

Ziegler said Mr. Nixon had
taken action ‘from the
standpoint of expressing his
point of view2 about it and
making sure that this is ab-
solutely_ not occuring and
absolutely™ not occur un-
der his Administration.’
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