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Data Banks

Secret Files on
‘Suspect’ Citizens

Washington
The police, security and’
military intelligence agen- !
cies of the federal govern-
ment are quietly compil-
ing a mass of computerized
and microfilmed files in
Washington on hundreds
of thousands of law abid-
ing yet suspect Americans.
With the justification that
an age of assassination, vio-
lent political dissent and civil.
disorder requires it, the gov-
ernment is building an array
of instantly retrievable infor-
mation on “persons of inter-
est.”
The phrase is an agent’s

term for those citizens, many
with no eriminalrecords,
whom the government wants
to keep track of in aneffort
‘to avert subversion, rioting
and violence or harm to the
nation’s leaders.
FEW

Crmcs of this surveillance, f
so far few in number, believe |
that the collection and disem- |
ination of such 1ntormat10n.
on noncriminals — for what- |
ever purpose — is unauthor-
ized by law and raises the
most serious constitutional
questions.

“The foremost among them,
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr,
(Dem-N.C.), has said that
computerized files already in
existence here are leading
‘the country towards a ‘“‘po- |
lice state.” !
- Discussions with officials,
‘an examination of some
[ known data files and infor-
.mation supplied by the Sena-
tor show that the files often
contain. seemingly localized
and mundane information re-
flecting events that today are
virtually commonplace.

The leader of a Negro pro-
test against welfare regula-
tions in St. Louis, for exam-
ple, is the subject of a tele-

i typed “‘spot retort” to Wash-
{ington shared by as many as

halt a_dozen government in-

telligence gathering groups.
The name of a college pro-

fessor who finds himself un-

arrested for disorderly con-
duct in-a police roundup at a
peace rally in San Francisco
goes into the data file.

A student fight in an Ala-

|bama high school is recorded

— if itis interracial.
NEED

Government officials insist
that the information is need-
ed and is handled discreetly
to protect the innocent, the
minor offender and the re-
pentant.

The critics — including the
Washington chapter of the
Amevican Civil Liberties Un-
ion and Representative Cor-
nelius K. Gallagher
(Dem-N.J.) — .charge that
jthe system is an invasion of
privacy and potential in-
fringement of First Amend-
ment rights to freespeech
and assembly. )

Erwin, a conservative, a
"student of the Constitution, a

former justice of the North
Carolina Superior Court, and
chairman of the Senate Sub-
committee on Constitutional
Rights, says that the arrival
of . computer technology in

government file - keeping is

pushing the country toward
“a mass surveillance system |

unprecedented in American

history.”
‘ DANGER

In a recent series of Senate
speeches, Ervin said that the
danger of the surveillance
system was being masked by
a failure among the Ameri-
can peopleto understand
“the computer mystique”
and by the indoubted sinceri-

ty and desire for “efficien-
cy’” of the data bank opera-
fors and planners.

The government isgather-
ing information on its- citi-
zens at the following places:

A Secret Service com-

“puter, one of the newest and

wittingly, even innocently,

most sophisticated in the
government. Inits memeory
the names and dossiers of ac- ;
tivists, ‘“‘malcontents,” per- |
sistent seekers of redress,|
and those who would ‘“‘em-
barrass’’ the President or
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other government leaders
are filed with those of poten-
tial ‘assassins and persons
convieted of “threats agamat
the President.”

o A data bank como'ed.
by the Justice Department’s:

It the distribution of their scho- |

Civil Disturbance group.
produces a weekly listing of
national tension points onra-
cial, class and political is-

sues and the individuals and.
groups involved in them. In-.

telligence on peace rallies,
welfare protests and the like
provide the “data base”
against which the compufer
measures the mood of the na-
tion and the militancy of its
citizens.
made;

siers are listed as
of “moderate.”

@ A huge file of micro-
filmed intelligence reports,
clippings and other materials
on civilian activity main--
tained hy the Army’s coun-
terintelligence analysis divi-

“radical®

~sion in Alexandria, Va. Its

purpose is to help prepare
deployment estimates for'
troop commands on alert: to

lier this year to destroya
larger data bank and to stop
assigning .agents to ‘pene-
trate” peace groups and civil
rights organizations. But
complaints persist that both
are being continued. Civilian
officials of
they ‘assume” they are not.
s Computer files mtendﬂd
to cateh criminal suspects—
the oldest and' most ad-

‘vanced type with the longest

success record— maintained
by the Federal Bureau of In-

Information Center are re-
cently installed by the cus-
toms bureau. Kach didy.the
center computer provides
40,000 instant, automaticele- |!
type printouts of wanted.per- |:
sons and stolen property to
49 states and Canada. It also |i
“talks” to 24 other comput- ||
ers.operated by’ state and lo-
cal’ police departments for
themseives and a total of

centel ,av: its infor ‘natlor"xs
all “fro

warrants .
but the sum productis avail-

| fare. The object is to speed |

Judgments are;
subjects of the dos-'

500 police jurisdictions. T,h*‘

ihe public record,’
based on ‘tocal and fedeial
and complaunst,

able only to the police.

e A growing number of’
dato banks on other kinds of
human behavier, including,

for example, a cumulative

éﬂputer file on 300,000 chil-
dren of migrant farmworlxels \
kept by the Department of |
Health, Education and Wel- |

lastic records mcludmd such | \
teacher judgments as ncga-
tive attitude,” to school dis- |
tricts with largeitin erant|
student enrollments. There is |
no statutory control over dis- |
Tibution of the data by its lo- i
cal recipients — to prospec-!
‘tive employers, for example.

Ervin has warned: “:‘%_:e_j
gardless of the purpose, re-
tard®s of the confidentiali-
tv. regardless of the harm to
any one individual(that

{

¢ refrain from acting.”
respond to civil disturbances ‘
in 25 American cities. Army |
intelligence was ordered ear-

the Army say .

‘| government  agencies ‘to ac-

| quire computers -and to ad-
vestigation’s National Crime | 3 4

I the broadest possible surveil-

|Warren Commission, whieh

i might occur if there wereno
| compussr files). the very ex-
‘lbwace of government files
on how people exercise First
Amndment rights, how they
think, speak. assemble and
act in lawful pursuits, is a
form of official psychologlcal
coercion to keep sﬂent and to

But despite his sounding of
such alarms, Ervin has noted
that there is “‘unysual public
and congressionalcompla-
cency.” When he speaks on
the Senate floor-of ‘‘tech-
niques for monitoring our
apinions” and of ‘“grave
threats to our freedoms,” the
chamber is more often than
not nearly empty. He has

gained little congressional |

support and scant attention

outside the Congress.
Meanwhile, various official

and high-level pressures on

vance their surveillance are
producing results.

The pressures include a
stern recommendatlon for

lance of “malcontents” and
potential assassins by the

linvestigated the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy.
The Commission’s mandate
| is, widely citedin the govern-
| ment as the 4uthor1ty for. cit-

"izen surveillance.

SENATOR ERVIN
Lonely critic



