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Senate

By Murrey Marder

Washington Post Staff Writer

The Senate Armed Services
Committee  yesterday ap-
proved the nomination of Wil-
liam E. Colby to be director of
the © Central  Intelligence
Agency, after an inquiry
spread over three weeks.

Sen. Harold E. Hughes (D-
Towa) cast the only dissenting
vofe on Colby, explicitly re-
serving the right to vote for
confirmation on the Senate
floor if he chooses, after stud-
ying. Colby’s responses to
questions. :

Acting Committee Chairman
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) said
after the vote yesterday that
he does not know if there will
be a Benate floor fight over
Colby, but said, “I believe he
will be confirmed.”

Colby is a career profes-
sional with 22 years of service
in the CIA, most of it in clan-
destine intelligence work.

Committee Finally

In three hearings, including

an unusual open inquiry July
2 on his qualifications for the
top CIA post, Colby was ques-
tioned most closely about his
direction of the controversial
anti-Vietcong “Phoenix” pro-
gram in South Vietnam. He
was also questioned about CIA
involvement in the Watergate
scandal, clandestine U.S. activ-
ities in Laos and Cambodia,
and other subjects.

Colby denied that the Phoe-
nix program, which he helped

etnam from late 1968 to 1971,
sanctioned the murder of
South Vietnamese civilians
suspected of being Vietcong
agents. Thousands of Vietnam-
ese were Kkilled in the process
of “neutralizing” the Vietcong,

was initially a “counter-ter-
ror” program which was later

abandoned. The deaths, he

supervise as head of the U.S.|
| pacification effort in South Vi-

and Colby acknowledged there |:

said, came in Vietcong fire-
fights with allied troops.
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy

(DMass.) said Wednesday, af-
ter prolonged questioning of
Colby in a closed hearing, that
he wanted assurance that “this
type of program will never be
repeated by an agency of the
United  States—particularly
the CIA.” :

Kennedy also questioned
Colby Wednesday about the

extent of CIA activities in the
Watergate scandals,
were also explored yesterday
in the televised hearings. Ken-

which f

nedy is not a member-of the|

Armed Services
but was invited to participate
in questioning Colby. The Sen-
ator said his'vote on the Colby
omination will depend on his
study of Colby’s responses to
additional questions subm1tted
by Kennedy

Committee |

|
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.Colby also was questioned
Wednesday during the closed

hearing about the recent as-
signment of CIA personnel to
field posts in Cambodia,
which, Sen. Symington con-
tended raised guestions about
whether U.S. involvement. in
clandestine warfare “on the
Laos pattern” might be re-
peated in Cambodia.

In the questioning Colby re-
portedly told the Senators

that CIA personnel assigned
to province capitals in Cambo-
dia have no “paramilitary”
function, but only gather intel-
ligence. The State Department
similarly has said, without
identifying the men as CIA
‘agents, that there are “10
American civilian officials”
engaged in ‘gathering infor-
mation” in the provinces.
Other sources said there
are more than double that

number of CIA agents doing
similar work in Cambodia.

Symington said yesterday
that “I consider it unfortunate
and Tecessary” to conduct
such activity in Cambodia at
this time, but he said Colby

was operating under adminis-
tration instructions.

Colby. was nominated by
President Nixon on May 10 to
succeed James R. Schlesinger

as CIA director, when the lat-

‘|ter was named Secretary of

Defense. Colby’s extenﬁx\{e
service in what has been dub-
bed the “dirty tricks” branch
of CIA, aroused many of the
recent questions about hlS ad-_

ministrative capacity to dJrect'
the agency, although he has.
been descrlbed by associates
as a “professional’s profes-
sional” in CIA work. -
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