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Washington -
AT FIRST" glance the interjor of
the office on the fourth floor of
the Van Ness Shopping Center office
building looks like the many dozens
of private consulting firms scattered
in their smartly appointed quarters
throughout Washington. _

The neat lettering on the door
says: ‘“Psychological Assessments
Associates, Inc.” Admission is gained
by ringing a buzzer and waiting for
someone tounlock from inside:

But Walter P, Pasternak, the cur-
rent operating head of Psychological
Assessments, is not eager to see un-
scheduled visitors. “We have nothing
. to say,” he told a visiting reporter in
terse and angry tones, moving imme-
diately toward the door.

The reason for Pasternak’s reti-
cence is that Psychological Assess-
- ments is unlike most private busi-
nesses. From the time of its incor-
poration in 1965, its principal source
of funding has been the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, which is what Paster-
nak does not want to talk about.
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e E|COULD never have existed

‘ w[ithout this support,” ‘ac-
knowledges the firm’s retiring presi-
dent, John W, Gittinger, who founded
it with two ether former CIA, psychol-
ogists after they left full-time em-
ployment with the agency.

Gittinger is less reluctant to talk
because he is dissociating himself
from * Psychological -Assessments,
effective tomorrow, and also is proud
of the work it has done as well as his
long years of serviee to the CIA, to
which he is still personally under
contract as a consultant. .
~ The company won an obscure and
perhaps unjustified mention in the
case of former White House special
assistant Charles Colson, who plead-
ed guilty on June 6 to obstruction of
Justice charges growing out of his
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Elisberg Link Denied

role in the Daniel Ellsberg case.
‘Colson asked the Office of the
Special Watergate Prosecutor to pro-
vide ‘‘documents or records concern-
ing the psychological profile of Dr.
Ellsberg compiled by Psychological
Assessments Inc., for the CIA.”

"A CIA Contractor's

Gittinger heatedly denies any as-
sociation with the Ellsberg profile or,
indeed, any involvement with the
White House on Watergate or nation-
al security matters. “It’s an absolute
positive lie,” said the 57-year-old psy-
chologist of Colson’s implication of



Farewell

the company’s involvement in the 7
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Ellsberg matter. -
A CIA spokesman said the agency
"will not comment on whether it has
financial or operational relationships,
with Psychological Assessments. The
CIA has a policy of saying nothing
about its links with U.S. domestic
concerns. - T
Gittinger does acknowledge that
‘the company behind the unobtrusive
door has conducted training programs
for CIA operatives abroad and per-
formed psychological evaluations for
overseas employees of American
firms with foreign-based offices.or
subsidiaries. 4
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HE RUBRIC of “psychological’
assessments” covers a variety of
services which both the firm and Git-
tinger, in his private consulting role,’
have provided the CIA. Coal
It covers the study of brainwasti-
ing techniques by foreign intelligence-
organizations that were carried duf
by a New York-based predecessor ors

ganization to PAA called the Human

. Ecology Fund. .
It also provides training to CIA
employes for assessing the credibility,
of foreign intelligence informants,;
“It’s a question of trying to under<
stand whether someone is- lying or

telling the truth- when he comes
through the door and says he wants

to give you information,” Gittinger
explained. i
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TI—IE BEGINNING of the psychol-,
~ogical assessment program, Git«
tinger related, goesback to the early
1950s when former CIA Director Al-

len W. Dulles sought neurosurgical -

treatment for his son, Allen M., who
was seriously injured in Korea; from
a New York neurologist, Dr. Harold
G. Wolfe. e
Dulles became interested in
Wolfe’s researches into Chinese in-
doctrination of captured American pi-
lots during the Korean War. CIA be-
gan financing the research work
through first the Society for the In-
vestigation of Human Ecology, with
~-which Wolfe was associated, and then

to Gittinger.

the Human Ecology Fund, according

- -~

“This whole project was Allen
Dulles’ baby,” Gittinger said. “It
grew out of his son’s injury in Ko«
res.” - ¢ g
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B ECAUSE of the growing contro-
versy over CIA financing of pri-
vate organizations in the mid-1960s,
the Human Ecology Fund was aban- -
doned. The controversy was touched
off by disclosure that the agency was
funding activities of U.S.-based stu-
dent, labor, journalistic and cultural
organizations. .

Current programs by PAA, said
Gittinger, are strongly pointed to- -
ward Soviet, Chinese and Arab cultii« -
ral training, He declined to discuas
the specific nature of the programs or
whether PAA carried out such pro-
grams for foreign intelligence or ge-
curity organizations.

The commerical side of PAA’s ag-
tivities — scréeening foreign employ-.
ees of American firms — has shrunk
in recent years, making the company -
almost wholly dependent on its CiA
contracts. 2%

He emphasized that the company’
has never taken a government or pri-
vate contraot which involved the “as-
sessment” of an American citizen,
“We do absolutely no domestic advis-
Ing,” Gittinger said. “We have never
been asked to evaluate an American.”
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GI'I'I’INGER and the two other
ex-CIA founders of PAA, Roberf

E. Goodnow and Samuel B, Lyerly,

~have ended their active association

with the company. It was understood
that the new operating group is seek-
ing to divest itself of the CIA finan-
cial sponsorship. L

“I am very proud of what I have

_done for the agency over a long peri- -

od of time in the assessments field,”
said Gittinger. “There is nothing I am
ashamed of, nothing I have to hide.” ,



