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gASHINGTOH AP -~ The FBI was a pretty ecrummy outfit when he toolk
It overs full orf political vets and incompetents, IHe quickly
. built it into an American institution, I1%s been that wa 8ince,

g;n three years he had cleaned out the misfits afd put it on 4its
ieet. This has been a great satisfaction to J. Hdgar Hoover but
Peace of mind doesn?t always aceompa satisfaction.,

He’s been picked and pecked at almost from the bezimming, Some
times he has reacted with heat. Much of the critiecism has been
l_udic.‘r‘ouﬂ.

Hoover had been a lawyer with the Devartment of Justice seven
Jears when he was chosen at 29 to head the burean o Investications
vhich wasn®t called +he Federal Bureau of Investization wntil 1935 .,

He is 72 now and today is the 50th annlversary of the start of his

overnment service, He has headed the IBI 43 years, In the sovernments
retirement is mandatory at 70 but in his case President Johnson
weived that requirement, '

He set the course the FBI has followed Prom the day the thenw
attormey generals Harlan Fiske Stones offered -him the job. He
said he would accept onl{ on these conditionss

He®d rum the agency, Po iticians couldn®t tell him what to do or
viaonm to hire, Appointments would be by merit and so would ,
advancement, He staffed the FBI with young lawyers and accountants
a8 agents whose number has rigsen from 441 to 63625,

Before they are accepted they must survive an investigation of their
conducts common sense and loyalty. And they have to go through a
ld=yeek training course. .

The year after he took the ob Hoover laid down a rnle whicl still
88 in effectg an ent must by his conduct eliminate criticism, '
Iven in their clot ing the agents are inconsyicuous.

Hoover pul_the ¥BI ahead of most of the nation®s volice denartments—
orobably all of them—in 1$28 when he warned his agents never io
use threats or inducements 4o get confessions. You never hear
of ¥BI agents usine third degree, _

It has been 2 rather stylish tradition among some liberals to
criticize Hoover as a dictator. There is no doubt he runs the FBI
with an iron hand, But anyone who objects to that canltry to answer
this questions

IT you were running an afency'like the F8Iy and didn®t invole
rigid disciplines how would you keep the vpoliticians? vaws off
it and keep your agents free of outside discivline and inside
corruption?

What has been overlooked or forgotien is that Hoover has never
sought to extend his power buts on the other hande cvvosed its
extension, . o
e opposed President Franklin D« Roosevelt®s idea that the FBI
skould take over all federal investigations,

In the 1930%ss when the country was shalken by spreading gangsterism
and Xkillings and demaends were being made to federalize the nationds
polices he ovposed thate too,

And he has insisted from the beginning that loecal Praoblems of law
ad order are the jurisdiciion of the Iocal avthoritiess not the
Dl e

In Roosevelt?s day there were revorts that lidverals in his
administration were turning souvr on Hoovers fearing he had too
mich authoritys while at the same time Tu Klux Klan lenders were
trying to get him out. ' . ‘

He was criticized for the way he made it. This has been an erndless
story. It just takes new variations from itime to time.|
Ee has even been criticized Ffor almos* never holding a news
conferences and being very hard for nevemen to see individuallys
although he is not required to khold such conferences and whether
he does or not is his Strictly his privilege. .
Hoover sumined up his bureands oroblems in 1956 when he said of
civil rights cases$ the FBI is mpopvlar if 1t obtaing| facts which

resuvlt in prosecuvtiong and it is unmnovular if it doean 24 .
He +ATA WL a mcoced _.a pri L



