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SETBAGK IS NOTED)
[N FIGHT ON GRINE

by Tax Agency a Blow to
Government’s Efforts

By FRED P. GRAHAM
Speclal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 17 —
Disclosures this week of wire-
tapping by Internal Revenue
agents have dealt a stunning
blow to the Federal Govern-

crime,
believe.

The highly publicized anti-
crime effort has been deteriora-
ting ever since President Ken-
nedy's death, Justice Depart-
ment sources said. Now, the
disclosures before Senator Ed-
ward V. Long's subcommittee
that some antiracketing agents
have violated the rights of pri-
vacy of suspects is likely to
cripple the effort even more.

The Revenue $Service had
been the most important cog
in the anticrime operation, pro-
ducing the evidence for 60 per
cent of the convictions. Now,
with the revenue service's
methods under sttack, the en-
tire effort may flounder, the
officials said.

At the end of the four days
of hearings on illegal wiretap-
ping by revenue agents in
Pittsburgh, a high Justice De-!
partment oficial summed it up
in these four words:

“This will kill us.”
Conversations with Justice
Department lawyers, revenue
service officials and men who
have left the drive on organized
erime produced similar reac-
tions.

The drive had been getting
by, these sources said, on the

momentum it generated when
President Kennedy was alive

and Senator Robert 7. Kennecly,
then the’,Acttorney General, was
its driving force. The decline, it
wags reported started on the day
of President Kennedy's death.

“The next day we stopped
getting information from the
F.BI. on the Bobby Eaker in-
vestigation,” said a young Jus-
time Department lawyer. “With-
" in 'a month the F.B.I. men in

. the field-wouldn't tell us any-
thing. We started running out
of gas."
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Since President Kennedy's
death the F.B.I. has virtually
pulled out of the effort. F.B.L
agents, the sources said, now
wcrrk on their own cases, give
little information to lawyers
asslgned to the organized crime

and submit their cases
dlrectly to loca.l Federal attor-
neys for prosecution.

Senator Kennedy's power as'
the President's brother was
necessary to the anticrime
drive, one lawyer said because
the- tough cases all had political
overtones. He recalled that the
Justice Department had con-
victed Judge Vincent Keogh,
brother o fRepresentative Eu-

gene J. Keogh of Brooklyn,
Mayor George Chacharis of
Gary, Ind., and Mayvor John C.
Kubachi of Reading, Pa.—all
Democrats.

Nicholas deB. Katzenbach,
the piresent Attorney General,
makes the same statements
that Mr. Kennedy did about
|pressmg cases involving politi-
‘cal corruption, the sources said.

Mr, Katzenbach has backed
up the men, and there have
been np reports of intervention
from the White House, But the
number of political cases has
fallen off, the sources said, be-
jcause the agents are not so
|certam that they will be pro-
itected.
| Another elements in the
learly successes was the devel-
|opment by Mortimer M. Cap-
lin former revenue service
commissioner, of an eager
group of anti-racketeer special-
ists who reported directly to
Washington and were not!
closely supervised by the dis-
triet and regional directors.

But Senator Long, a Missouri
Democrat, disclosed this week
that some agents abused this
freedom by engaging in illegal
wiretapping. As a result Shel-
don 8. Cohen, the present serv-
ice commissioner, promptly or-
dered his local directors to as-

organized crime drive.

“I would hope we can main-
tain a high rate of efficiency in
the organized crime drive. We
will devote the same amount of
man hours to it that we did be-
fore,”" he said yesterday.

But if the close supervision
has a curtailing effect, Mr.
Cohen said, “it would be a nec-
essarye ffect.”

Attorney General Katzenbach
tried to soften the impact of
the hearings by appearing as a
surprise volunteer witness Mon-
|day. He praised the achieve-
ments of the anticrime effort]
and called for enactment of a
Federal law to legalize wire-
tapping in national securltyi
cases,

But after the disclosures of|
wiretap abuses in Plttsburghl
and the statement on Thursdayl
of President Johnson's strong,
policy against wiretapping,!
Justice Department officials ad-|
mitted privately that the wire-,
tap bill had no chance now.

Mr. Katzenbach presented

imrreasa in ermvictions in each

sume close supervision of the

statistics to show an impressive

However, most lawyers in the
Organized Crime Section said
that statistics were unreliable as,
indicators of success in their|
business. |

“One Vito Genovese is worth!
25 dope pushers,” one said.

Two significant signs of de-
terioration in the drive on or:|
ganized crime, the sources said,
are that some of the best young|
lawyers from the 1961-1963
period have left and that morale
is low among the ones that re-
main.

Could the momentum of the
anti-crime effort have been
maintained if President Kennedy
had lived?

“Looking back, I think Robert
Kennedy's drive on crime was a
national reform movement, and
like local reform movements, it
would tend to be a cyclical
thing," said Ronald Goldfarb, a
former lawyer in the Organized
Crime Section who now writes
books on legal subjects.

“But it would not have died.
The Kennedys could have picked
it up again,” he said. “I don't
~think it can come back as
thmvs are”
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