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NEGRO LEADRRS
~ SUPPORTDR. KING

Téll Johnson They Agree on
-:_ Crntrclsm of F B.l.
¥ By ANTHONY LEWIS
% Special to The NewYurk Times

‘WASHINGTON, ' Nov. 19
—President Johnson listened in
sﬂence today as- a group of
cml rights leaders 'told him
the: % all supported the Rev. Dr.

in Luther King Jr: against
anjattack by J. Edgar Hoover.

In an interview yesterday, Mr.
Hoover, director of the Federal
Burea.u of Investigation, told a
group of women reporters
arniong other things; that Dr.
Kifig was “the most notorious
Iia; in the country” in criticizing

1hureaus handling of civi

ts violations: in the: South.

t was learned ‘today that
Ml Hoover also had said: dun.ng!
the interview that Dun, King
had Communist connections. He
put off the record his affirma-
tive answer to a question on
that subject.

Writical of Robert Kennedy

Mr. Hoover was also critical
by implication of former At-|
torney General Robert F. Ken-|
nedy. He said some of the dif-|
ficulty in Mississippi in the last|
few years '‘was due to. the|
rather harsh approach by the|
authorities here in' Washington,

* by the Department of Justice.”

In theory, Ir. Hoover and the

. FBLI are under Justice Depart-|
ment supervision. In fact, hel
has been largely mdependent
. of Attorneys General for many,
‘years,

Mr, Kennedy made a vigorous
attempt to reassert direction,
but . his  influence .iover Mr
Hoover waned after the assas-
sination of his brother, Presi-
dent Kennedy. ;

Mr. Hoover's views were no
great surprise to informed of-
ficials here, He is known to
have spoken privately, for ex-
ample, about alleged Commu-

+ mist ‘connections with the civil
rights movement.

What did surprise official
‘Washington was that he would
give 'public expression to his
views. Mr. Hoover has never
made a practice of giving inter-
views. He holds no press can-
ferences, and most press re-|
quests for talks with him get|
no response,

| Timing Is Questioned
Just why he decided to talk|
to a group of women reporters|

‘this fime ‘was a mystery.|

BI, aide, declining' all
mention the interview,
|

few. things on his mind for
quite. e time” and had
. thxs would be ‘as good
a time as any to talk about!
thefn n
Last May 8, Premdent John-
son signed an executive order|
suspending compulsory retire-
ment provisions for Mr, Hoo-|
ver “for an indefinite period of

time.” He called Mr. Hoover an|.

old friend and praised him as a
“quiet, humble ‘and magnificent
public seryant.? :

‘1  tor of the National Association

- People, acting as

. Women, James Farmer of the

| but was out of the country. The
' Acting Attorney General, Nicho-

KOO

retary, George E id
today that he knew of no cha.nge
in tha Prestdent’s views since
then.

THe Hoover intemew was a
major topic today at a White

House meeting of the President| -

with the ecivil rights leaders.

The meeting had been arranged|-

before the interview was held.
Roy Wilkins, executive direc-

for the Advancement of’ C_‘olored

said afterward th
pressed to.the P
a.greanent wlth

with Dr. King
they areinot’ g
protection from iy
Wilkins  said. Mr. Hoover had
charged that Dr. King errone-
ously attributed this to the use
of Southern-born agents.

“It's not a matter of where
F.B.I. men were horn,” Mr, Wil-
kins said. “The Negroes feel
they are not getting adeqguate
protection whether the agents
were born in Mobile or Minne-
apolis.”

President ‘Simply Listened’ 5

Mr. Wilkins said the Presi-|
dent “simply listened and gave
no comment and no opinion.”
Asgked whether he had sug-
gested Mr. -Hoover's removal
from office, he laughed and said
no.

Others at the meeting were
A, Philip RandoIph of the Ne-

-American . Labor Council,
Whitneéy - Young ‘of the Urban
League, Mrs. Dorothy Haight of
the National Council of Negro

Congress of Racial HEquality
and Jack Greenberg .of the
N.AACP. Legal Defense and
Educational Fund.

Dr. King had been invited

las deB. Katzenbach,. and his
civil rights chief, Burke Mar-
shall, were present.

The efficacy of the bureau
in ecivil rights matters has long
been a. subject of controversy.
Negro  leaders have charged
that agents, in the course of
other business, get so close. to
Southern police officials - that
they cannot effectively deal|
with police brutality and other
civil rights violations.

Justice Department officials,
defending the ‘bureau’s per-
formance, have often said that
critics tend to misunderstand
its powers and responsipilities.

They .point out that agents
Have no general police power.
They could not,  for example,
assume the role of protecting
the hundreds of Northern stu-
dents who were in Mississippi
last summer.

Their authority is limited to
:Investiga.ting ‘specific violations
of Federal - law. In the
civil rights area, such viola-
tions may well be subtler and
more subjective and more emo-
tional in context than a tradi-
tional crime such as bank rob-
bery.

Juries a Problem

| -|accomplishments of. tl'ée F.BIL
" |Then there were guestions and

t*Even when the F.B.I does
¢ome up with hard evidence in

a'civil rights case, a local jury
may refuse to convict or a grand
{jury refuse to indict. This is
'what “happened in the case of
the three murdered Mississippi
civil rights workers Iast sum-
mer.

The Hoover interwew yester-f
day was set up by Mrs, Sarah
McClendon and Miss Helene C.
Monberg, who represent several

Western newspapers, They have |

held a number of briefings w1thi
‘news sources and arranged this|
}one on Oct. 16. -

There were 18 women present
for the interview. Mr. Hoover
|talked to them for ‘about an
hour, first ahout’ the! general

answers for nearly tWo hotirs
more. |

The reporters made plear at
Ithe outset that everything was

on the record unless Mr, Hoover| -

specified otherwise. He put a
few remarks off the record.

Criticism By CORE

In a statement yesterday, the
Congress of Racial Equality
charged that Mr. Hoover’s crit-
icism of Dr., King was “beth
intemperate and unfortunate.”

" The statement said that .al-
though F.BI, activity in the
civil rights field had “signifi-
cantly increased” in the last
,year,” it must be remembered
|that for many years prior to the
|present civil rights cnisis the
{F.BI. has been extremely lax
(implementing existing  legisla-
ition and protecting the ecivil
rrig-hl.as of Negroes and CORE
jworkers throughout the nation.”

The Lawyers Constitutiana.l
‘Defense ‘Committee, an organ-
‘ization’ of civil rlghts lawyers,
-sent a telegram to President
Johnson expressing its “outrage
at Mr. J, Edgar Hoover's slan-
derous attack.”

The telegram urged the Presi-
dent to ‘“publicly censure Mr.|
Hoover- for his vilification of a
highly respected Amerlca.n »
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