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The Rev. Dr. Martin /
Luther King Jr. said yes- |
terday that J. Edgar.
Hoover - “has apparently |
faltered under the awe-
some - burden, - complexi-
(ties and responmhhhes of
“his office.” _

Hoover, director of the
FBI, Wednesday had
called the Negro integra-
tion leader “the most no-

torious liar in the coun- !
try.” |
His charge came in an in-
terview with ‘a gronp of wom- |
en repo i s
Hoover er
Dr. King for saying th
agents in Aiba:oy. Ga had
"failed to act.on Negroes eivil |
rights complaints because -
- they were Southerners. =

Hoover sa1d ‘that four of
the five agents workmg in
the Albany area at the time
were from the north. He add-
ed that when he tried to con-
fer with the Rev. Dr. King on
the matter, the Atlanta min-
ister 1gno1:ed hzls phone calls.

work'on exv11 nghts issues.
In a;lda,ﬁon to the telegram

reply to Hoo\rer in a state-
ment issued in ‘Atlanta that
was released by the Southern

| Lea ,sh.ip ‘Conference, of
'which the Rev. Dr. ng is |
president

The Rev. Dr King is in the |
Bahamas preparing a speech
he will make at Oslo,! Nor<
ray, next month . accephng
“ the Nobel peace prize. 2

: STATEMENT . ..

Thig is his state:mept Yei
garding Hoover’s charge that|
he lied: |

“I cannot conceive of Mr. |
Hoover making a statement!
like this without being under!

‘DR KING IN THE BAHAMAS
He sald Hoover had ’!altered’

extreme pressure. He has’
apparently faltered under the
awesome burden, complexi-{ |
ties and  responsibilities of
his office. Therefore, I can-
not engage in a public debate
with him. I have nothing but
sympathy for  this- ‘man; who.
has served his ‘country
well” 3 4
Hoover wﬂl be 70 on Ja
uary 1.
The intefview gw g
Wednesday by Hoover, was'
the subject of avid discussion
throughout Washington - yes-
terday. Hoover told a group|
of women reporters, among'
other things,. that the Rev.
Dr. King was “‘‘the most no-
torious liar in the country.”

‘COMMUNIST’

It was also learned that
Hoover had alse, said during
the -interview that the Rev.
Dr. King had Communist con-
nections. But he put “off the!
record” his affirmati :
swer to 4 question ong
subject. ke

Hoover also- unphed ‘eritic.

. ‘General Robert F. Kennedy.

He said some of the dlfficulsy
in Mississippi in the last few
authorities here in Washing-
ton, by the Department of
Justice.”

In theory Hoover and the
¥FBI are under the Justice
Department’s supervision. In
fact, he has been largely in-
dependent of attorneys gen-
eral for many years.

SURPRISE

Kennedy made a vigorous
attempt to reassert Jus’nce
Department direction,” :
his influence over Ho ver
waned after the assassina.
Hiof ot ﬁlﬁ%rotﬁér, Presulent|
Kennedy. . :

Hoover s wews were 1o

to have spok_ fprwately; for |
it alleged. ﬂom--

ions: ‘wﬂﬁ the

wauld gwe exprassmn 110 ]:us
.views. Hoover has never
made a practice of giving in-
terviews. Most press re-
quests-for talks with him get
no re5pons g TP S G TGy

| The general feel.mg was
| that he had hurt himself by
abandoning his usual inscru-
tability. There 'was  even
some talk of his not staying
on as director—the job. he
has held for 40 years——after
January 1.

Last May 8 Pr’eéident
‘Johnstﬁr signéd. - an execunve
‘order suspendmg ‘compulsory
i;irement ‘provisions | “foT
Ho ovVer: ‘for ‘an indefinite
‘period of fime.” He called
‘Hoover an old frlend and |
pralsed him™ as .a- “quiet, |
humble and magmﬁcent puh ,
“lic- servant.. A
' TWhite House Press Secre- |
tary George Reedy said yes-
terday that he knew of no
change in the President’s
views since then:

20 Nov. 1964

th’.me Rev. Dr. King released
e text. of the telegram to
Hoover taifahg' sue with hlS:

the FBL.in ra _ql incidents,
particularly where bombmgs
and brutalities against Ne-
groes are at issue. But I
have ‘never attributed this
merely to the presence of
Southerners in the FBI. This
is part of a "Bfoador question |
gﬁ Fed;gal invblvefnent in
e protection of' Negroes in,
 the: South a ﬁefeemg ina-
.}) ;ty' t. gal_z’r. convictions in|
.even the most hemous|
‘erimes . perpetuated agamstl
cml rightsworkers.”
) J ains. a fact M

ther

arrest been made in conhec

tion: with the tragie murder
of the four ch_ildren in Bir-
mingham nor in the case of
the _three murdered " eivil
: ers. “in MlS‘SfS“

.l"all FBI agen
with " loc:.eﬂ> law O
officials in: car 'thefts, bank
robbemes and other inter- |
state violations. This makes
it- more difficult to function,
effectively in cases where the
rights”and safety of Negro[
citizens are heing threatened |
by these same law enforce--
ment officers.”

The Rev, Dr. King sa1d1he-
would~*‘be happy - to diScuss,
this 'qﬂéstion with you at:
length in the near future. Al- |
though your: statement Saldl
that you had' attempted toi
meet W\tb_gne, 1 have: soughtE
in vain ‘for any Tecord -of |
| such a request.”




