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The Wiretap

On Dr. King--

New Report
Washington

. The main reason Attor-
ey Generval RobertF.
Kennedy authorizedtaps
on Dr. Martin Luther
King’s telephone in 1963
was to “avoid problems
with the FBI” and to satis-
fyDirector J. Edgar Hoov-
er, Atlantic Momhlv said
in an article pub.lished yes-
terday. !

The magazine said these
were the conclusions drawn
by author Victor Navasky af-
ter a six-vear study that in- |
clided interviews with Ken-
nedy and Dr. King. botho £
whom were assassinated in
1968.

. Navasky wrote that Kemle—
dy’s authorization was most-
ly *‘to avoid problems ... not |
merely the present problems
of " living with the bureau.
having 1o lace non-
cooperation onunrelated
areas, risking an FBI torpe-
do of the civil rights hill, in-
viting harassment frome on-
gressmen, columnists and

other legions of constituents
who respond to Mr. Hoover’s

distress signals.

Hoo

“Robert Kennedy's caleu-
tations had to project & {au-
ture where. let us suppose in |
an improbably hypothetical,
it was revealedthat Dr. King |
had indeed Been the target of |
art eftective Communist con-
spiracy. It takes no leap of |
the imagination to project
how Mr. Hoover mighi have
used this fact to embarass
the Kennedy Administra-
tion."

But. Navasky wrofe. Ken- .
nedy had other reasons — he |
thought te'ephane taps would:
prove to the WBI that Dr.
King was uot being influ-
enced by Communists: that
sueh proffo would prevent
the issue from being raised |
against the civil rights bill, -

Navasky. a lawver whose
book on Robert Kennedy will
he published next ver. said
the telephone tans had no- |
thing to do with subsequent |
published revorts of extra-
marital sex setivitiag by Dr.
King.

These reports. Navasky
said, stemmed not from tele-
phone taps but frim electron-
ic “bugs’ installed by the
FBI or local police without
the snecific authorization oi
1he attorney generzl.
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