iTimes

HTCHELLREPORTS

FEWER WIRETAPS

Says Eavesdropping by the
Government Has Been
Reduced Under Nixon

By CHRISTOPHER LYDON
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 14 —
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell said today that the
Sovernment had reduced its use
of telephone taps and elec-
ronic bugs since the Nixon
Administration took office.

Mr. Mitchell’s statement
:ame  as a  surprise  be-
;ause he had earlier promised
to make full use of the new
wiretapping authority against
yrganized crime that congress
ipproved last year but that
Ramsey Clark, Mr. Mitchell’s
rredecessor, had declined to
1se.

Mr. Mitchell had also argued
n court that secret electronic
wurveillance of radical domes-
ic organizations could be con-
lucted under the broad immu-
lity for “national security” in-
restigations.” '

Hoover Figure Cut

Despite these policy posi-
ions, Mr. Mitchell told a news
onference today, the use of
avesdropping methods is de-
lining. He said several wire-
aps had been installed under
ourt warrants in criminal in-
‘estigations and that one of the
ew taps had led directly to the
eizure of a $6-million heroin
aipment to New York last
pril.

But a greater number of “na-
onal security” taps have been
iscounted, he said, because
ey were “not productive.” He
uid that the total of authorized
iretaps and electronic eaves-
ropping devices currently in
se was less than the 54 that
ere acknowledged in April by

Edgar Hoover, director of
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‘Mr. Mitchell denied flatly the
" suggestions last week by Sena-
~tors Ralph W. Yarboréugh,
- Democrat of Texas and Carl T,
. Curtis, Republican of Nebraska,
. that many Congressional and
‘executive branch phones were
- tapped. :
» “It would be onconceivable
-beyond any consideration,” he
.said. “To place atap on a
«member of Congress or on any-
“one else in Government.”
© Popular concern about wire-
»tapping is exaggerated, he said.
wIndividuals worried about the
ysecurity of their own phones
ncan “come to the Justice De-
fpartment” to check their status,
vhe suggested. “But any
;citizen of this United States
swho' is not involved in some
“illegal activity has nothing to
< fear-whatsoever,” he said.

v Foresees School Gains ;

' Mr. Mitchell's news confer-
ence, his first since January,
jcovered a wide range, as fol-
+lows:

. 9He insisted that the coor-

ﬁdination of school desegrega- )

“tion by the Justice Department
‘and the Department of Health,
.Education and Welfare would
get faster and better results
‘than the Johnson Admin-
istration had achieved. He said
‘“the notion that delay was the
purpose of our policy is erro-
_neous.”
. QHe said that Abe Fortas,
whe resigned from the Supreme
‘Zourt in May after disclosure
“of his connections with Louis
. Wolfson, the imprisoned finan-
cier, was never the subject of
-#ny official investigation. But
“fe said an “obstruction of jus-
ice” investigation that involved
JJustice Fortas “has not been
‘disposed of.”
v QHe said he had discussed “a
;very wide range” of candidates
%o succeed Mr. Fortas on the
i Court. He said the new Justice
‘would be selected well before
: the start of the new Court term
‘in_Octobers Asked . if he, him-
:gelf, had been eliminated from
vconsideration, Mr. Mitchell re-
isponded, “I certainly hope so.”

| _cago area real estate dealers.

i QHe said the Justice Depart-
‘ment was continuing a grand
«jury investigation in Detroit
“into the National Black Eco-
nomic Development Conference,
whose leader, James Forman,
whas demanded $3-billion .in
i “reparations” from the nation’s
"Christian and Jewish churches.
'Mr. Mitchell refused to specify
. what crimes might be involved.
J8OHe said he expected “a
number of indictments” from
‘continuing  investigations of
campus unrest. Present laws

against interstate travel ta fo-
ment riots are “reasonably ade-!
quate” for the control of cam-
pus agitators, he believes, and
the Government should not get
further involved in university
discipline. .
" The Justice Department filed
today a new desegregation suit
.against 25 school. districts in
Alabama, and at the same time
sought a court order against
#whousing discrimination by Chi-

And in his news conference,
Mr. Mitchell reiterated the Nix-

on Administration’s interest in
civil rights enforcement in the
North. He said he was serious-
ly concerned about voting dis-
crimination in New York and
California.

“Both states have literacy
tests, and in the black commu-
nities voter registration is way,
way down,” he said. “The sta-
tistics alone are presumptive
evidence against the literacy

tests.”
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