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CLARK SUGGESTS
THAT HOOVER QUIT

Comments in Controversy
on Dr. King Wiretapping

By JOHN HERBERS

Special to The New ¥ork Times

WASHINGTON, June 20—
Former Attorney General Ram-
sey Clark suggested today that
_I. Edgar Hoover retire as direc-
‘tor of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
©. "I think, perhaps, the time
has come when he should re-
tire, both in the interests of his
own career, which has been
distinguished, and in the inter-
ests of the F.B.I, which has
been a great investigative
agency,” Mr. Clark said in an
interview with the Columbia
Broadcasting System. 4
. His suggestion was the latest
in:a continuing controversy in-
“volving the wiretapping of the
?e\r. Dr. Martin Luther King,
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Mr. Hoover said  that
Robert F. Kennedy initiated the
wiretap when he was Attornev
General. Mr. Clark and his
immediate predecessor as At-
torney General, Nicholas deB
Katzenbach, labeled Mr. Hoov-
er's statements misleading.

President’s View

President Nixon seenred in
his"news conference last night
tn be siding with Mr. Hoover
when he said he had checked
and. found that the Attorney.
General had approved the
wiretap. g

This, however, was not dis-
puted. At issue was who ini-
tiated the wiretap and why.

The background of the cur-
rent dispute is as follows: l

In 1963, Dr. King's Atlanta-|
based Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference was at the
forefront of the civil rights
fight. Widely circulated reports,
that the conference was in-!
volved with persons of Com-
munist background caused con-
cerh among white liberals sup-
potting Dr. King's efforts.

“In July of that year, The
Atlanta Constitution carried an
article saying that Jack H.
O'Dell of New York, who had
heen reported by the Senate
Intérnal Security Subcommittee
and the House Committee on
UnsAmerican Activities to have
been linked with Communist
activity, was a member of Dr.
King’s staff.

Dr. King said Mr. O'Dell had
left the organization on June
26. He acknowledged that Mr.
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\dér constant surveillance by

'|O'Dell “may have had - some

connections in the past” with
Communism but he was con-
vinced that Mr. O'Dell had
renounced them.

The Justice Department was
then allied with Dr. King's or-
ganization in a number of ef-
forts to break down segrega-
tion, and it was known that
there was concern within ‘the
department about the involve-
ment of persons in the civil
rights movement with Commu-
nist background.

Broad National Support

Dr. King's efforts then had
broad national support. Lib-
erals who backed the efforts
financially believed that it
would be at least a tactical
mistake to permit the infiltra-
tion ino the movement of any
elements that could be brand-
ed anti-American.

_#The movement and its lead-
‘ers were reportedly kept un-

ithe F.B.I, both for their pro-
tection from white militants,
and because of the bureau’s
concern with Communist sub-
version. In his travels through
the south, Dr. King had as
many as six agents trailing him.

In a celebrated news confer-
ence in November of 1964, Mr.
Hoover called Dr. King “the
most notorious liar in the coun-
try” for saying that F.BL
agents in Albany, Ga. had
failed to act on the civil rights
complaints of Negroes.

In 1965, white conservatives
bhegan making public state-
ments that the bureau had se-
cret information on Dr. King
that could he. damaging. The
bureau would say nothing pub-

They were never denied nor
confirmed.

In December of 1966, Mr.
Hoover and Mr. Kennedy, then
a Senator from New York, en-
gaged in a widely publicized
dispute over the bureau’s
eavesdropping activities. Sena-
tor Kennedy said that he had
not been aware of all of the bu-
reau’s electronic surveillance.
Mr. Hoover replied that was
“absolutely inconceivable.”

Wiretapping Disclosed

Last June 4, it was disclosed
in a hearing in Houston on an
appeal by Cassius Clay, the
former heavyweight boxing
champion, from his conviction
for refusing to be drafted, that
the F.B.I. had tapped Dr. King’s
telephone calls.

Later, after Carl T. Rowan,
the columnist, Criticized - Mr.
Hoover in connection with the
King wiretapping, the F.B.L re-
leased a letter to Mr. Rowan
from Clyde A. Tolson, associate
director, saying that the wire-
tap was ‘“‘specially approved in
advance in writing by the late
Attorney General of the United
States, Mr.Robert F. Kennedy
“and was done “strictly in the
field of internal security.”

Yesterday, Mr. Hoover said
in a rare newspaper interview,
with The Wahsington Star, that
he had memorandums by Court-
ney Evans, then assistant bu-
reau director and liaison offi-
cer with the Justice Depart-
ment, showing Mr. Kennedy
to be the initiator. -

In June of 1953, Mr. Hoover
said the Evans memorandums
showed, Mr. Kennedv said he
was concerned ahout reports
that De. King had Marxist lean-

liclv about these statements.

ings—Dr. King consistentyl
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denied this charge—and wanted
to know if it 'was feasible to
use electronic cevices to prove
or disprove the allegations, spe-
cifically to check on Dr. King’s
reported dealings with a New
York lawyer with Communist
connections,

Difficulty Cited

Mr. Evans’s reply, Mr. Hoo-
ver said, was that it would be
difficult to tap Dr. King’s lines
because of his constant travels.

But in the following October
the bureau advised Mr. Kennedy
that it was feasible to tap the
line of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference in At-
lanta, and this was done, ac-
cording to Mr. Hoover's read-
ing" of Mr. Evens’s memoran-
dums.

The wiretap was discontinued
on April 30, 1965, several
months after Mr. Katzenbach
succeeded Mr. Kennedy as At-
torney General, Mr. Hoover
told The Star. 4

Mr. Clark, who was in the
Justice Department all this
time and succeeded Mr. Katzen-

bach in 1967, said Mr. Hoover
was_being deceptive in por-
traying the F.BIL as the reluc-
tant spy on Dr. King.

“Mr. Hoover repeatedly re-
quested me to authorize F.B.L
‘wiretaps on Dr. King while I
‘was Attorney General,” he said.
{“The last of these requests,
none of whick was granted,
came two days before the mur-
der of Dr. Kirg [on April 4,
11968].”




