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NIXON SAYS U.S.
BACKED FB.. B

Finds That Attorney General
Favored Dr, King Wiretap

r

Speclal to The New York Times 7.
WASHINGTON, June 19—
The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation’s wiretapping of the
Rev. Dr.Martin Luther King Jr.
was done with the approval of

the Attorney General, President|

Nixon said tonight. )

Mr. Nixon said during his
televised news conference that
he "personally checked to. see
whether J. Edgar Hoover, :the
director of the F. B, I,.had
acted on his own or with praper
authority in ordering wiretaps
on Dr. King and Elijah Muham-
mad, the Black Muslim leader.

“I found that it [the wire-|
tapping] had always been ap-|.

proved by the Attorney Gen-
eral, as Mr. Hoover testified in
1964 and 1965, Mr. Nixon
said.

He made the statement in
response to a question that re-
counted the recent disclosures
in court proceedings that the
F. B. I had wiretapped the two
Negro leaders, and the ensuing
charges in some quarters that
Mr. Hoover had acted on his
own. [Question 11, Page 20.}.*

Hoover Lists Kennedy

WASHINGTON, June ° 19
(UPT) — J. Edgar Hoover was
quoted today as having said
that Robert F. Kennedy, when
he was Attorney General, not
only authorized but also pro-
posed ‘a telephone wiretap on
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. because he was wor-

red about allegations' the - civil
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rights leader had_ M'arﬁsét-' '_'Iéa.n- i

ings. Pty
g[n a copyrighted ; interview
with The Washington Evening
Star, Mr. Hoover, the director
of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, said he had two
memoranda in his files that he
said proved it was Mr. Ken-
nedy and not he who had orig-
inally proposed the wiretap on
Dr. King.

“I have never authorized in-

stallation of technical electron-
ic devices without written au-
thority of the . Attorney
General,” Mr. Hoover told The
Star. .
The newspaper said Mr.
Hoover refused to describe the
results of the surveillance,
which his associate director
had said earlier was “strictly
in the field of internal securitjg’f
and satisfied all provisions laid
down by the President.

The F.BI. director did not
say when the
began, The Star said, but dis.
closed it was discontinued
April 30, 1965, nearly three
years before Dr, King was as-
sassinated in Memphis on April
4, 1968.

Neither the FB.I nor the
Justice Department would com-
ment on the report or the docu-
ments cited by Mr. Hoover.
Both said it was the other's
responsibility to decide
whether the memos should be
made public, _

The newspaper quoted Mr.
Hover as having said he had a
memorandum dated June, 1963,
from Courtney Evans, then as.
sistant F.B.I. director, reporting
that Robert Kennedy had asked
about the feasibility of install-

wiretapping| .

ing listening devices on Dr.
King’s telephones. :

The Evans memo, Mr. Hoover
said, said Mr, Kennedy was
concerned about allegations
that the Negro leader was .a
student of Marxism and close-
ly associated with Marxist fol-
lowers, although Dr. King did
not espouse these ideas because
of his religious ideas. E
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.ues. But we want
wed. We don't want us to
«re and the other side to con-
«nue to kill our men.

B Ho‘_o'_ver and Eavesdropping

- Q. Mr. President, against the back-
ground  of the controversy
Mr. Hoover, J, Edgar Hoover, it is a
controversy which revolves arounc elec-
tronic surveillance and in which one
nmewspaper at least has called for his
resignation. May 1 ask you two ques-
tions—one, does Mr. Hoover cortinue
£o enjoy your complete confidence. and,

two, has there been any decision con-
cerning his tenure? -

A. Mr. Hoover does enjoy my com-
plete confidence, and there has been
no discussion with regard to his tenure

‘ s far as the future is concerned.
' # + I should add further that with regard
‘1 to the controversy on electronic surveil-
- | lance that I checked personally into the
| matter as to whether or not that

i1 surveillance which had been discussed
had been conducted by him and the
F.B.IL, by themselves, or whether it had,
as is supposed to be the case always,
Jpeen-approved by the Attorney General,
= I found that it had always been
approved by the Attorney General as
Mr. Hoover testified in 1964 and 1968,
As far as this Administration is con-

i

surveillance is that it should be used

in mind the rights of those who might
be involved—but very effectively to

protect the internal and external secirit
Or'tne united States.

12 Reconstruction Finance Agencv

Q. Sir, the small:husiness peopl-
this country are suffering, and
more so now, because of the
terest rates. I wonder if «
any thought to organi-
struction Finance Cr

A. T know tha*
rates have cauc
ticularly to +
I do not +
RF.C. -

‘proar’
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cerned, our attitude toward electronic - -

very sparingly, very carefully—having



