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FBI HONTTORED.

~ MUSLIMS’ CALS|

Agen‘ts Testlfy They Taped
Cdnversations With Clay

' By MARTIN WALDRON
T Bpecial to The New York Times

HOUSTON, June 5—The Fed-|,
eral Bureau of Investigation|
monitored the telephoned calls|,
of the leader of the Black Mu-|

slim religious sect from 1960

through at least 1966, agents|
testified in court today. Several|'
,of the monitoned conversations|

related to the former heavy-
we;ght champion, Cassius Clay,
‘himself a Black Muslim.

But the former head of the|!
conscientious objector division|.

of .the Department of Justice
'sald none of these conversation
'played any part in Clay’s being
refused a draft exemption in
1966.

Clay is seeking to have Dis-
trict Judge Joe Ingraham dis-
miss a five-year prison sentence
for draft evasion, alleging that
the. Government used “tainted”

evidence at his trial two years|

ago.

C. Barry Pickett and Frede-
rick J. Brownell, both special
agents, said that the F.B.L
llstened to all telephone con-
'versations of Elijah Muhammad,
the 16ader of the Black Mus-
lims, from 1960 through at
least 1966 while he was resu:l-
ing'in Phoenix, Ariz.

The F.B.I also had an elec-|

tronic  eavesdropping device
pIg._gted in" Mr. Muhammad’s

-iresidence, they said.
At least three telephone calls

‘during this period were made to

. matter. .

Hoo -

wiretapping

Clay,” who announced. ‘pub-
Ticly that he was a Black Mus-|
lim after he won the heavy-
weight championship from Son-
ny-Liston in 1964,

— Conversations on Fl!?‘ .

-;Two of these canversahons
“sent from the Phoenix of-
fice of the F.B.L to Louisville,
Ky, where the bureau started
a=file on CIay after he joined
Muslims.
owever, Special Agent War-
i 8 Walsh of the Louisville

Ffice of the F.B.I. gaid that the
to. conversations were not
cansidered when he was making
upa background report on Clay
far the Justice Department after|:
the boxer had applied for a
draft exemption.

#In 1966, when the investiga-
tlon of Clay was being made,
applications for conscientious|
objector status were rewewed
by a special section of the Jus-
tice Department. i

T. Oscar Smith, the former|
head of this sectlon said that|
he had never heard of the mon-
itored telephone conversations,
had seen no report of them, and
that no one from the F.B.L had
ever mentioned anything to him |
about them. - -
«The review of Clay’s request
for exemption, he said, was.
handled routinely.

“However, Mr. Smith di dac-|
knowledge that when he over-
riled a recommendation by a
special examiner that Clay be
given a conscientious objector
exemption, he took his letter
containing the ruling to his su~
periors in the Department of
Justice. Certain changes, but
nane_of substance, were made,
Mr. Smith said. :

+Clay was ftried in Housbqn,
because he considered it his
hgmé in the summer of 1967
and because he refused induc-
tign into the armed services
there.

*Judge Ingraham has not indi-
cated when he will rule in the
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