| the bugging of lobhyist Fred
‘Black’s'toom in the Sheratbn- |
Carlton "Hotel he said he had ||
not known about it unfil he |
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WASHINGTON - Sen, Robert F. Kennedy has denied

that when attorney general he authorized the wiretapping or
buggmg of Dr. Martin Luther King, or on any .other of the

FBI's eavesdropping activity.
In a conversation with the
tor’s note: Jack Anderﬁ'ﬁn

uthors: of .this. column: (Bdi-

parson’s’ associate.) last"Jan- |

eavesdropping. In referring to

read itin the newspapefs. *

Kenneﬁy also denied havmg' )
-anythlfgg to-do w1th the in’

tigationo
Bobby ‘Baker
the ex-:Senate
secretary who
may' ‘hav
“investi

purpose of @8
linking: him §
‘with' the then §
vice  presi
dent, Lyndon

er. Fred Black were inti-
mai%’@frmnds and President |
Johnson has been convinced

thaf Kengedy launchediithe

Black pr

e as a meﬁ‘fﬁﬁof_j

knoeking LBJ off his b g
1964 ticket. Kennedy, hotwever
deme‘ﬂ thlS f
“If I had ordered and'inves-
tlggtmn of Bobby Baker.; he
told: us, ‘“‘someone wo we |
writt a memorandu *rtu |

that effect; and thert; s .no
such ‘memo.’ '

IT IS NOT pleasant to n.q
the position of challengi the
word of a member of the Ken-
nedy family. In all:deference
to the former attorney ‘gen-
eral, however, there exist |
some important memos in the
Justice Department which
show conclusively that he did
-have knowledge of eavesdrop-
ping: and that he authorued
part of it.

One memo was writlen on:
July 16, 1963, after Kennedy
had requested a wiretap be
placed on the phone of Dr.
Martin  Luther King, The'
memo explained how the FBI
had persuaded Kennedy to/
change his mind — for the

may »Rep. ' Gerald Fo d
. Michigan,  the: legislahvé op- |
| ‘erations of President Johnson |
|| in.getting bills through Con- |

gress,

| Bobhy

" very discreetly as*®
| tivity with female.” ’

time being.

Another is a written nota--_
_tion. on-an FBI report:on the
\.bugging of Fred Black’s room
in the

CarIton ho_te] Tlusl

of

and ' the ‘placing of
North American  Aviation
and General Dynamics, de-
fense: plants in 'certain con-
gressional districts in. order
to help friendly congressmen.
The munltored conversations
also. un; éd the fact that
ker was a'frequent
caller at Blaqks apariment.
| There’ ‘Wa& also sofie’ activ-
ity ‘which ‘BI. agéﬁ&r moted

*'sex ac-

' These reports were definite-

' ly.submitted to-Attorney Gen-

eral Kennedy -and- he ap-
peared to be very much in-
terested in - them. For he
scribbled a notation: on one
report to Courtney. Evans to
keep -him further advised. .

Courtney Evans was ‘then
an assistant -director of the’
FBI and liaison man between

. the FBI and the attorney gen-

eral’s office. _ .
Perhaps the most signifi-

cant document involving At-

torney General “Kennedy- in

_eavesdropping, however, was
I an FBI memo ‘dated Jily 7,
* 1961, which reviewed the FBI’s
'eavesdroppmg policy.
‘poliey was to use bugging or

This

“electronic  devices”  for
crime investigation and wire-
taps. for national secur-
ity cases; in other -words, the

~policy:was to. listen in on for-
£ig! ._gagents and potentml

b

ed asi‘pleased” over

tronic eavesdroppmg

so confident  that no eaves-
drop memos with his. name
signed to them exist E.r; ithe
Justice -  Department - today.
For he expressed the wish
that _the records be: returned

f'roval, the attorney gen-
1 was contacted this morn-

'-'—ohservatlon as to- the pos-
ility of utilizing *electronic
ices’ in organized crime
stlgatmns

Fﬁ'It was pointed out to the
at&;rney general that we had

Why Bobby Kennedy ha§ been".

Sples. xenneay was représenf- -
?hé. \ﬁ.’i 9

the FBIWas carrying on e]ec-
The memo may ‘&) Ial’ﬂg

taken action with regartl o |
-the use of microphone sur- |

veillances in these cases and,
while they represented an ex-
pensive investigative step, we
were . nevertheless utilizing
them .in all instances where
this was technically feasible
and''where valuable informa-

- tion ‘might he expected.. The
_strong objections to the util-
“ization of telephone taps as
‘contrasted to nucra—pho;ae sur-
“yeillances ‘was stressed.” The

attorney general stated he

thel
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recoghlzed the . reasons, why

telephéne faps should tbes res

stnq;ed to national - defenges’|

type ' cases “and he wa_s
pleased we had been using
microphone
where these okjections do not
apply wherevez possible in or-
ganized crime matters.

“The attorney general not-

. ed that he had approved sev-

eral< technical = surveillances -
in connection with 3ecunfy—
typé. rmvestlgauons since  'he
took office, but that he had
not'kept any record and d1d
not really know what he had

approved and what surveil-
lances were currently -in ‘op-
eration. He said that for ‘his
own’ information he would

t 11kef9tu see a list of the tech-
" nical surveillances now in'op-

eraﬁf_i_n. He added that this
could be’ brougat: over to him
persohally and that he wotild
look it over and immediately
retirn it because he realized
the " importance of having
records maintained uh-

* der ‘the special security con-

dltléns which only the FBI
had.

| “If ‘the director approves,

J

' “we will have the list of tech-

nical suryeillarces prepared,

|- delivered personally to the at- |
torney general and then re- |.

turned to the bureau s file.”

surveillances |




