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Investigators Reporied” to
Ha‘\fe Delved Into Seceet

| Files in 59 Field Offices
NYTimes.

The foiiowmg artwlm— was
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and. _fs based on repor by
hamﬂnd John M. Crewds@“

sﬁecia[ to The New York I‘lnﬁr

WASHINGTON,  June# 22—
The Department of - Justice is
conducting a nationwidgZnves.
tigation of alleged illegalihuvs-
laries since 1971 by the B&derai
Bureau of Invast:gatmn- that
could - ultimately mvolve-hur—
dreds of agents and officials of

sion,. according to weli,ﬁlaced
FB.I sources.

At least a dozen agenﬁ in-
cluding an aqsmtant diregtor of
the bureau, have ‘fetain pri-
vate legal counsel because of |
the m\aest1gatm,n "The Hgu'ry
is the‘broadest Triminal ifives*i- |
gation of the F.B.I. evef: con-
ducted, and one key agent said
that it could result in changcs

in the fabric of the burcagg Yas -

it now exists,"”

The, burglaries under m}restl-
gation- were  allegedly’s per-
forme& by agents against' or-
gamzatlons and mdmdusels of |
the New Left, pa.rtlcsularly
‘members or supporters bf the
militant Weatherman orgamza—
tion, accardmg to well: placed
bureau sources..

Spécial Team For:ﬁed

The investigation. qg:»thelng

conducted by WlIham‘ Gard-

ner ¢hief of the crumns'i sec-

rlEn‘f themll ngﬂhts frision
H & Depart ment of; stn:e
e is assisted bya bt
of F.BI men u);deipe ?':21
tion of Richard A‘sh‘ L head

of the. bureau’s 1derit§féat1on
division.

The inquiry was: apﬁrently
hegun after a civil suit beought
‘against the F.B.I. and’s
igials by - tha Soc1alist
Party uncovered do,
that indicated that surtephitious

the bureau’s intelligence® divi- |

|entries of the homes and fifices |p

3 ‘l Baﬂl‘e commg

tnetiend een |10 1gtaon
|ma'1v after 1971. -,_‘:‘.»m in the intéligence @ifl8io —and
What has made thes at onefpeint was s 1agent|

Ia _sensitive factor is

dmmittee on Intelhgence Ac-
tmtles and the Ford inis-
ration that it had. no-Iecord
usmg burglary in estic
cases after 1966 when fhe
director, the late I, ?‘f.dga
Hooyer, ordered the pﬂchce
h;alted e
1 Clarence M. Kelley,..
rent director of the bureds
consistently stated thate
practice ended in 1966. & ...
" Secret Files Involved....
- According to bureau sources.
the -current mvestlgatmm-has
delved into heretofore isecret

fisld offices, including {
of the special agent in-
and a “do not flle" fll'B £T

\investigation ' last y cand

haye no counterpart. Ir!"\\iash-
ington. 32
}( Senate comm:ttee«.ﬁpokes—
mari $aid that the FB‘-Ig had
previously assured thpr.,ganel
that it had provided- aﬂ»*:va:l-
gble ~evidence relatmg
glaties committed by its® ts.
The search of the flela'ﬁfme
f}Ies, ordered by Mr. KeI.lejE Tdst
May 13, two weeks ‘aftef the
‘comffiittee issued its fmai ra—
port, ‘was undertaken jin -fe-
sponse to the Socialist Wbrkers
Party. lawsuit. A
.One._top Justice offlcial hets
told .newsmen privately th'at
|this _ belated disclosuze: 4is
begmnmg to give us all
shakes . $iaitmd
queau agents learne{Lpf.,the

Contlnued on Page 23, Columti 2

department' mvest:gatmn
about. 10, da_ys ago when Mr.
Garéifii) began calling -agents
lon -th&"telephone,' adenbi{ymg
|h1m5é'-!f" Iwarning 'them that
they Were targets ina criminal
investigation and advising them
to get lawyers. He is expected
to conduct the interviews ‘him-
‘self
# The bureau later sent Egents
ia teletype message permitting
'them to retain lawyers and fol-
lowed _this up with a_teletype
message that told the agents
jany lawyers they chdse would
‘have to be cleared by the De-.
ipartment of Justice before the!
jagents could discuss classified
smfor,matwn with them.

The highest ranking ‘official
known'td have retauﬁea'a law-

e

yer is }gpgé{ ker, who'
was re]cen ¥3£50 Hﬁcoted by Mr.
Kelley' to-BéCassistant director

in charge of the bureau’s com-

in ch of the intelligence di-
the wsw? rations in New' York.
B,,I told the Senate~"'§elect | E;Q

e Federal Cm,rmfial Inveshgators‘

Cohttnnfed From Pafé I Col 8

He has retained Edward Ben-
nett Williams, one of Wash-
ington’s most prominent ,crim-
mal lawyers. Mr. Decket de-
clmed to comment on the case
Mr. Williams.

A greup of present or fmmer
agents,.in the New York. field
offlce ‘has retained Jack B.
Solerwitz, a Mineola, L. I, law-
yer who is caunsel for the!

._Aqsnmatloﬁ
Mr. Solervntz confzrmed that

_gé ired by.the FBIL
men, put dec ined to name his
clients. or .disclose their num-
ber, because he felt this would
nelp_ Mepaﬁment of Justlce
in-its muﬁsugatwn

. Legal Liabilities

Anothér agent has retained
Brian Gettings, the former
United ‘States Attorney in Alex-
andria, Va. William Hundley, a
former _Adsistant Attorney
General who now practices law,
in Washington, has been asked
to, take on the cases of stllI
other E.B.I. men.

The legal liabilities for men|

glaries could be difficult to
determine. "One F.B.L -source
said- thdt he and his colfeagues
had made the entries under in-
structions’ from superiors and
would have been severely disci-
plined if they had refused.

“You know that nobody even
goes to the bathroom aromund
here without permission,” he
said..

He said that even if an agent
was given' immunity to testify
in the Federal investigation, he
might -face burglary charges|
from the ‘local authorities or a
Icivi] suit by the victims of the
‘break-ins. LiE

A report in The Los Anoeles
Times-said that 20 agents, most
of them in New York, were;
under, ...investigation. Bureau
sources said, however, that the
inquiry would be “far wider”
and: alrgady included the San
Francisco, Los Angelés and
Chicago field offices, where the
bureau dealt with substantial
radical political activity.
| There was.ng, ,mdwauan how
\many. agents, i uUpervisors or top
offiCals might be irablighted in
the mvestlga‘tion According to
F.B.I. sources, a surreptitious

|entry~invoreT-agstmidok-

0uLs,m¢Lo-watc & er
sup finctions as we
man.ar. men who enter g]'q:
pretniset. b

In addition to these men, the
operations were authorized
through the bureau's cpaig;of
‘command, and this -sanﬁ}-@!inm'
read -the reports, which con-|
tained. information that would|
show an informed reader that!
the “material ‘had: come..from a|
burglary: © vino wew, e

One well-placed source said
“several hundred” men would

who have been finvolved in bur-| |

ultlmately be touch b
Whaﬁ _has  condernieti the
,“street agent, " accordm  to

[ Sev. ources, is the fear:that
line ,I men will be “sacri-
ficeds “4and that the officials|

whhm&ﬂered the burglarywill,
I“walk away” untouched.

i The legal liability of some.of
ithe street agents was: ‘“astro-
‘nomical,” one source said, be-
‘cause the burglaries were com-
imittedjby special trained teams,
and7sbme men made “dozens”|
of entries. Another source said
that he knew of one agent who,
had made 60 entries, &ach of
which could be the base for a
criminal charge.

The .entries were made -to
| photdesaph and search records
andite place electronic Jistgn g
devrces One well- -placed; so
said fhat tany of the list 'ng
devices had been placedwith-
out.the.authorization of I.h:E De-
partment-of Justice.

F.BiI. documents releasedlast

Party, which obtained th

its" lawsuit, showed the
party’s” Manhattan™ e quar-
ters were burglarized by dgents
{mote- than- 90 times between,
{1960 and 1966. ]

disclosed;- - two ~F:B-
George P. Baktrum Jrf"
. I]‘ _Greene Jr., and.
| one a former F.B.X dssist-
‘ant. director in charge: df the
New York City field office,

|suit‘as defendants. I3
The Justice Departmunt cit-
ing its criminal investigation of

who a them, . declined
though the ~Government - has
provided funds for p'rmate
counsel.

. One Point Not Cleati "

In announcing that decision,
the department did not make
clear whether Mr, Baxtrumi, Mr.
Greene'or Mr. Malone were tar-

tion however,
Yesterday, at a hearing i i nihe
civil case, Paul Windels, a

Judge Thomas P. Griesa that

‘heintended to “implead? or

implicate, other hqgh FBI’ md
Justice Department offici

the burglaries. }Wﬁ
The Socialist Workers-Party

charged in' its suit that-it-was

the target of at least threé bur-|

glarie8#in the Eenod now under
investigation Mr, Gardnet's
office—in 1971 and 1972 In De-
troit and in 1973 at the at-
tan apartment of Norma li-
ver, e party's candida for
Maydx of New York that
Influded in the files aII

esignation -from*tné~party
m‘fﬁen by Norma Jean'Lodico,

March:by the Socialist Wc}rkers, '

~Afetr-these 1buwl’-’ﬁfﬁe ;

were added to the party's Jaw-| |

agents-‘who carried out such|
break:ins and of F.B.L officials

épmv
to defénd any of the three; al-| -

gets of the criminal m\rest,lga- :

hattan lawyer retained ’bykMr "
Malone, told Federal Digtrict|

lyf '
takeﬁ in Detroit was E]g.,,igetter )

|who ‘left Detroit to take ajob
lwith the Interior Department
here. .
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