?‘:«%{_E

!

]

SFChromcle

FBlinflation

AT L TR A

e

B0T 121975

JC‘M’

Washington

The FBI' lent agents to
-congressional staffs for the pri-

mary purpose of -lobbying on

behalf of former FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover and reporting back
information-on the personal lives

of members of Congress, accord- -

ing to a source with . first-hand
knowledge of the operation.

The ostensible purpose of the
program was to aid members of
Congress by lending them agents
who had expertise in particular
* areas, such as accounting, the
source said. -

“That was the cover » he
said. “The men did the work'

What was important to the bureau :

was the other two areas n

The source defined these
areas-as acting as a “lobbyist for
~ Hoover objectives, such as getting
-special retirement prpvisions,”
and reporting back ‘personal
derogatery information” om sex-

ual activites, drinking habits or N

other personal matters. -

The idea was the infiltration
of Congress,” the source said. -

An FBI spokesman said the
allegation is “absolutely false.”

-“Mr. Hoover didn’t need any-
one to lobby for him in the

- Congress, as he did a very good

Jjob himself,” he added.
The spokesman said 30 agents

‘are currently assigned on a

temporary basis to ' the House
Appropriations Committee, which
approves FBI budgets. He said no
agents are asmgned to other

_staffs.

. Courtney A. Evans a former
FBI assistant director who was
assigned. on 4 parttime basis to
the Senate Permanent Investiga-
tions Committee, said yesterday,
“There - was a general broad
attitude that if you- learned
anything that the director would
ge interested in, you’d report it
ack.” .

Evans said that although he -

,had héard that sex and drinking

information was passed along to

- Hoover, he generally reported

back only information concerning
official business.

Concerning the lobbying
charge, Evans ‘said, “Obviously,
you create a favorable attitude
when you're cooperating.”
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