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By Bill McAllister -
Washington Post Staff Writer i

Five Richmond FBI agents,|
placed on administrative leave
earlier this month as a _grang
jury investigated an 111egal
Richmond police wiretap, ha\« e‘-
been restored to active duty. - !

Sources .said the five men;
faced possible charges of ob-
struction of justice; however,
the agents told superiors they |
acted ‘on the advice of a Jus-|
tice Department prosecutorin
handling the controversml
wiretap case

FBI Director Clarence M.
Kelley, with the approval of |
the Justice Department, di-,
redted the agents be returned
to active duty Tuesday right,
spokesmen for the Justice De-
partment and the FBI sa.td
yesterday.

Kelley made his declsmn af
ter }{F learned the agents’ vék-
sion’ of the wiretap case, a
source close to the Buré’au
said. ; !

The agents, according to tg;e
source, earlier had been asked
by prosecutors not to dxscussi
the case with anybody, ;nclgd
ing their superiors.

‘The dagent’s role in the case
'springs from their discovery
of the -illegal wiretap on a
Henrico County telephone, out- |/
sidé Richmond, and their fail-
ure to confiscate the device,
sourcp@. ;said. Instead, the

See AGENTS, A6, Col’%

i| been dispatched to Richmond

{ag s returned. the wmetap
e 10 Richmond
 were t:cmducﬁng
“an action that “violated
g.lyﬁ‘gce __Department ™ Fules,

- Isources said.

<. A “less than complete” re-|
port ‘was filed on the incident,|
~the sources said, and none of,f
"the Richmond police officials
were charged in connection
with the wiretap, which was
not authorized as reqmred by
Vl;;g).ma law.

According a source close to!
the FBI, the agents have said
the decxsion not to file erimi-
nal charges in the case was
made initially by G. Rodney
Sager, an assistant™US atior-
ney in  Richmond. Sager
“or 1gmally deelined on the
facts as presented” to him by
the agents,'the source said,

Sager could not be reached!
for comment yesterddy, but a
Justice Department spokes-
man said the decision td re-
store the. ‘men to actzve duty

ﬁlhe grand jury mvesﬁ‘ga-

tmng being conducted by Gu
L. Goodwm, a Justice Deparg
ment lawyer from Washing-
ton, is continuing, the depart-
ment spokesman said.

Tﬁe agents are expeeted to

‘remain in Washington, pend-
ing eompletion of the grand|
jury investigation.

The Justice Department on
Monday switched the case to a
special investigative ‘grand
Jury that had been hearing
allegations of corruption in
the. Richmond office of the
Small Business Administra-
tion. One reason given for the
switch - was that Sager had
been vegularly .appearing be-
fore the initial grand Juty asa
prosecutor,” .

He was also called as a-th-
ness before the jury and has
been said to be a prospective
witness in any eriminaltpro-.
ceeding that might result f]:om
the mvest;gatwn -g--

, The suspension-of thé five
agents with pay on Aug. 4 was
said to hdave been without pre-
cedendt. The action affected
thevspecial agent in chargen of
the 'FBI's Richmond office,
James E. Decker, his assistant,
L. G. Brockman and the three
agents who were sent to ‘thée
scene of the wiretap, Hugh
MecMenamin, Delbert Roberts,
and Warren Delp.

Herbert Monahan Jr.,, an in-
spector in the FBI's Washmg—
ton office, this week was
named acting special agent in .
charge of the Richmond office,
replacing another FBI agent
from Washington who ‘had

on a temporary basis. *
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On Goodwin, see Report of the
Center for Constitutional
Rights, filed Prep, Aug 75.

From CCX Report, filed
[VAW, Jul T4:

Guy Goodwin, notorious as
the man who traveled the country
running political grand juries
such as those that indicted the
Harrisburg 8 [flled nerflganbj
the Camden 28 [filed FBI-II | and
the Gainesville 8 [filed VVAW],
has been named as the chief
defendant in & suit being brought
by CCR attorneys.

£

~ee also this file Aug 1% .75, WXPost,
"Specialist Will Join Tap Probe.?



