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5 Va. FBI Agents Suspended

By Bill McAllister
Washington Post Staff Writer -

Five Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation agents, including
the head of the bureau’s Rich-
mond office, have been placed
on administrative leave pend-
ing the outcome of a grand
jury investigation into an ille-
jgal Richmond police wiretap.

The action, taken. at the di-
rection. of DEpufy” Attorney
General. Hal old. R.. Tyler Jr,
was . believed unprecedented
according to Justice Depart-
ment officials.

The.: action- reflected hoth
the departmenf S and FBI Di-

rector .Clarence M. Kelleys
ination to stren then

reatr’ aécordmg to th

- | agents discovered an

bers of Congress of overstep-
ping its mandate.

A Justice Department
spokesman said the decision fo
place the men on administra-
tive leave with pay was the
product of several meetings
between Tyler and Kelley.

“We have been talking
about this thing from the be-
ginning and (Tyler and
'Kelley) have been talking
about what to do” while the
investigation continued, the
spokesman said.

The Richmond investigation
began before a federal grand
jury there July 21 and is con-
centrating on whether some of
the FBI agents could be in-
dicted for obstruction of jus-
tice, according to a source fa-
miliar with the case. The

illegal

cials. The FBI recen
been accused by some* mem-

telephone, outside Richmond,

wiretap on a Henrico County|

and failed to confiscate the de-
vice, the source said.

Instead, the agents returned
the wiretapping device to
Richmond police, who were
conducting the wiretap, an ac-
tion that_ violated Justice De-
partment rules, the source
said.-

Justice Department officials
have also said that the bu-
reau’s initial report on the
wiretapping incident was “less
than complete” and that when
the report’s shortcomings
were noticed by an assistant
U.S. attorney in Richmond,
the Justice Department ca].led
for a broader investigation.

The - grand jury investigat-
ing the incident will recon-
vene in Richmond next Mon-
day, but U.S. Attorney Wil-
liam B. Cummings said yester-

See SUSPEND, A9, Col. 1

SUSPEND, From Al
day that the

Any indietments of

agents would mark the first!
time any FBI agent has ever:
charges;
offlclall
role, Justice Department offi-!
cials said. Department offi-;
cials also said yesterday that.
of administrative |

been indicted on
growing out of his

the use
leave is apparently new to
bureau.

Although neither
nor FRI

volved in the action, it

learned that they were: James
E. Decker, 43, special agent 1n.
charge of the Richmond office, |
his assistant, L. G. Brockman,|
and agents Hugh ’vIcMenamm
Delbert Roberts, and Warren:
Delp. All were placed on leave
with pay a week ago yester-

d-uy
A Justice
spokesman declined to

what percentage of the FBI's
Richmond office was affected :
“The depart-'
ment does not disclese the de-
ployment of its .agents,” he:

by the action.

said,

Herhert E. Hoxie, an actmg;

assistant director of the

in the Washington headquar-!
ters, was dispatched to Rich-|
mond to take charge of the of-!
fire, pending the compleuon
of the grand jury 1nvest1ga

tion.
The bureau said it “is

participating in the handhngl

of the inquiry and is not
ducting its own internal

quiry at-the present time so as

not to interfere with
grand jury investigation.”

A former Richmond police-|

investigation
could continue into September
and that possible indictments
are not expected next week. i

Justicei
spokesmen would
name the five individuals in-

Depa:"tmentf

the!

the |

was

Say .

FBI.

not

con- |
ll’l-

the |
|

- was the victim of the wiretap

man, working as a mainte|
nance man at a Heorico apart- |
ment complex, triggered the!
investigation when he notxcedl
wiretap equipment in an!
apartment and summoned FBI |
agents.

Delp, M¢Menamin and Rob- |
erts went to the apartment to |
investigate, but instead of con-
fiscating the devide and re.
porting the incident as.a v mla I
tion of federal wiretap laws,|
the device was returned Lu
Richmond police the source
said. It since reportedly has
been lost.

Richmond Police Chief
Frank Duling, refusing to|
comment on the specifies of
the incident, has said that any |
wiretapping by his department -
was unauthorized. Under Vir-
ginia law, wiretaps must be !
approved by state courts and
the state attorney general’s of- i
fice and then conducted by |
State Police, which the Rich-
mond one was not. !

Both Duling and Don How-
ren, the Henrico County com-
monwealth’s attorney, have
said they ‘will await the out-|
come of the federal investiga-
tion before acting on the alle-
gations.

Since disclosure of the wire-|
tap, a Richmond radio and
clock salesman has said he

and that he plans to sue the
Richmond police department
after the grand jury completes
the investigation.

Jamil Ramaden, a native of
Palestine, has testified before
the jury. He has told newsmen
he has no idea why his tele-
phone was tapped. He speaks |
little English and came to the
U.S. four years ago to live
with relatives in the Rich-.
mond area, relatives said. |

The section of law that the |
grand jury is considering is
the ohstruction of justice stat-
ute. It makes it a felony to

“willfully’ misrepresent, de-
lay, or obstruect the gathering
of information .about any fed-
eral crime, Upon conviction,
2, sentence of up to a $5,000

fine, 1mpr1510nment of up to
fwe vears, or both, can be
imposed.
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