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Agenl“s fo Be Short

Washington

The FBI has decided to
admit short and medium-
sized people to the ranks of
special agents,

Director Clarence M. Kel-
ley’s decision to abandon the
agency’s decades-old height
requirement might make it
easier for many more wom-
en to qualify as FBI agents.

Kelley and other top FBI
officials decided last week to
drop the rule that all agents
must be at least 5 feet, 7
inches tall, an FBI spakes»
man said Monday

_ “They felt it was only a
matter of time, that it was

one of those things that had:

to go,” the spokesman said
in response to questions.

Height+ requirements
maintained by the FBI and
by some local police forces
have heen attacked as ille-
gal discrimination against
women,

" The FBI spokesman said,
however, that the height re-
quirement was not aban-
doned merely to satisfy the

-demands of women protest-

ing it.

“We were very much con-
cerned with men, too,” he
said. “If you turned a per-

.son down based on a quart-

er-inch, that might be pretty
severe.”

The FBI has no figures on
the number of applicants re-
jected simply because they
weren't tall enough, the
spokesman said.

Applicants must meet sev- *
eral standards of education, ‘
experience, eyesight and »
genemal physical abilty. :

Even thiough a specific.
height requirement now has
been ruled out, an appli-+
cant’s height still may fig-:
ure in the judgment of gen- *
eral physical ability, the »
spokesman said.

Field agents who mter- (3
view applicants must ‘keep -
in mind whether a person *
can adequately handle him- -
self or herself in any su:ua- :
tion,” he said. i

‘The spokesman said the .

 5-foot-7-inch height rule has *

been in effect since the FBI ;
was formed more than a .
half-century age. K
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