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' Ruckelshaus Is Regarded as Tough,

By Peter Milius
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

When Congress created
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency in 1970, cynies
smiled. The anti-pollution
laws, they confidently prop-
hesied, would never be
strictly enforced. =~

The man the President ap-
pointed to enforce them,
William Doyle Rickelshaus,
surprised the cynies. In his
two years as the agency's.
administrator, he has won
an almost universal reputa-

tion as a fair but tough and

independent man.

.-Now Ruckelshaus has be-
come involved in a surprise
of a different kind.

Yesterday, the President
appointed him acting diree-
tor of the FBI, to suceceed L.
Patrick Gray III, who re-
signed as a result of his in-
volvement in last year’s at-
tempted cover-up of the
Watergate case.

The White House said
that Ruckelshaus will serve
until the nomination of a
new permanent director for
the FBI What he will de
then was left in doubt, but
there has bheen repeated
speculation that he planned
in any case to return to In-
diana to make another run
for the Senate seat of Demo-
crat Birch Bayh in 1974,

Ruckelshaus is 40 vears
old. He was born and grew
up in Indianapolis. He
served in the Army from
1953 to 1945 as an enlisted
man, emerging as a serge-
ant, and went on to earn a
BA degree from Princeton
University in 1957 and his

law degree from Harvard
three years later.

He served as a deputy In-
diana attorney general from
1960 until 1965, then as at-
torney to the Indiana state
senate for two years.

Active in the state Repub-
lican Party, he was elected
to the Indiana House of Rep-
resentatives in 1967, and was
promptly chosen its majority
leader.

In 1968 he ran against

division. He stayed there until
his appointment as EPA ad-
ministrator in December, 1970.

Politically, he is regarded as
one of the moderates within
the administration.

In the spring of 1970, when
he was still at the Justice De-
partment and students hegan
massing here in a protest
against the Cambodian incur-
sion, it was he who was chosen
to,negotiate with them over
the details of their planned
demonstrations,
~~ Later in that year, he was
‘pitked again to head the team
of ‘speakers the Justice De-
gartment was sending to cam-
plises in an effort to improve

the administration’s image
among college students.
In the last two years, as di-

rector of the EPA, Ruckel-
shaus has been subjected to—
and has survived—continous
and conflicting pressures of
the severest sort.

The most famous example
has been the tug-of-war with
the nation’s auto manufactur-
ers over a 1975 deadline for
the installation of - anti-pollu-
tion devices on all new cars.
Ruckelshaus has now granted
the auto-makers an extension,
but even many crities of that
decision give him ecredit for an
carnest effort at rigorous en-
forcement.

His role at EPA put him fre-
quently at odds with other
) powerful interests, both in in-

Bayh for the Senate and was | dustry and Congress. His deci-
beaten. ‘ sion last year to ban almost all

Ruckelshaus came to Wash-|uses of DDT was one example,
ington in 1969 with Mr. Nixon,|By the same token, this year
serving first as assistant At-ihe was forced to defend be-
torney General in charge olmog congressional committees
the Justice Department’s civil|President Nixon's decision to!

o TUnited Press International
Acting FBI director William Ruckelshaus vows “honest, fair and vigorous” role,
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