. .. By NICHOLAS GAGE

‘Dozens of underworld infor-
mants -gave, Federal law. en-
forcement officials information
yeitepday about the Mafia’s re-
action to the shooting of -Joseph
[A. Colombo. Sr.. .

Ameng points the informants
made that officials considered
sighificant - were the following:

fSotne leadérs of organized
‘erimé have -beeome apprehen-
‘$ivé since the shooting that
they- may be future targets of
agsaasing- and. -have  stayed
clese to thier homes, i

§The :critie leaders ate resetv-
ing judgment about Joseph
Gallo, who was questioned by
the police after the shooting
Monday. Gallo himself was said
to. fear that he would be killed.

Mindful of the history of
undérworld ..betrayals, Mafia
mémbéis would not be sur-
ptiséd if even someone close to
Coloftibo Wéie involved in his
shodting,

§There is little suspicion in
the underworld that Carlo
Gambino, réeputéd leader of one
of the five Mafia families in the
meétrépolitan atea who was also
questioned by the police, knew,
:‘tiily‘thihg in advance about the

ooting.

Mést of: the talk about the
'ﬁming in the underworld
itécused on Gallo, the infor-
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about him.

been defying Colombo, the head|
of: the: fami

Brooklyn merchants

pay dués to the league.
But, the informants

vias olose to black

ehgineéred to point to Gallo. So
thére is ‘a reluctance in the

Gallo. ,
Fears for Life
-Gallo is said by the inform-
anis t6 have expressed fear

and has spént much time holed
up in his lower Manhattan
apariment.

Mafia leaders are analyzin
the background of Johnson an

he Tvghs put up for the job.

no

fants sgid, but thére was no

haste to rush to an opinion|might have been
_ and coached for
_ Gallo, was kitown to have/ment.

Favoring

The informants say that Ma-|p,
_ say,|fia members do not think that
underworld leadefs recognize|Gambino had any prior knowl-
that a lot of peoplé knew Galloledge of “the assassination at-
$ras challenging Colombo and|tempt.
2 angsters,| Gambino, they say, was not

80 the shooting could ﬁa\"e been happy that the publicity Co-
i S -

the

icked out
e assign-

theory that
‘to- which Gallo|someone in the Colombo Mafia
reputédly belongs, Prior to thé|family had a role in the shoot-
rally of the Italian-American|ing, the organized-crime lead-
Civil Rights League Monday,|ets are suspicious not only of
Gallo went to -sevéral South|men hostile to Colombo such
¢ ne accom-las Gallo and Carmine Persico,
panied by two black body-|leader of a powerful faction in
guards and told them not to|the family, but also of his most
attéend the rally and not to|trusted lieutenants.

lombo was getting a§ a resuilt
of his involvement with the
Italian-Americann  Civil Rights
League brought incréased at-
tention on the Mafia. But he
was fot upset enough to take
drastic action. .
Knowing Gambino, who likes
to operate quietly, Mafia mem-
bers feel that the dramatic
shooting of Colombo  would
have been stopréd by him if
hé had known it was to hap-

é&n. ;

“The boys féél it’s not Gam-
bino's stylé and it's nét some-
thing he would havé wanted
done,” a Fedéral official quot-
ed one informgnt as having
told him. a

i

Matia to rush to a judgment of VICTIM DESCRIBES
BEATING AT RALLY

! , AV r The man who was beaten by
that he himself will be shotichme of the people attending
the Unity Day rally.in Columbus
Circle on Monday said yester-
day that he was a musician and
Lhe backgrot Johnso: had velunteéred to play at the
his handling of himself at theé|tally and that his offer had
shooting for signs on whether|beén accepted.
dugh his background sh e b g Al
C! d shows|whose- group is called Dutch-
mdmcatlon that he was alumba a%:d? ? ; '
rof¢ ?mnﬂ Killér, according to|hew as making his way through
he ififormants, his behavior at|the crowd near Céntral Park
e shooting was highly pro-|South, followed by his drummer

his Warriors, said

stopped by people in the crowd.
Mr. Hewitt shaves his head,
leaving a comb of hair resem-
bling that of a Mohawk Indian.

He was asked what he was
carrying in two casés. He said,
“My organ ahd my music.”
Thén, he said “they asked if I
had a contract, and when I
asked what théy meant they
yelled, ‘Get that nigget?'”

In the eénsuing méle Mr.
Hewitt Wwas beatén by the
crowd and, he said, by a dozen
policéman. He was charged with
disorderly conduct and resist-
ing arrést, and “I still don’t

know what happened to my

éssional, indicating that heland bass player, when he was

instruments.” he said.
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