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Washington, May 24 (AP)- The Washingtnn Post said tonight President
Johnson has ordered a team of EEI agents into the Dominiean Republie
to 1nvest1gate the_extent and nature of Communist 1n£luenee in the
isalnd's civil war, | '
The stry added that details about these FBI activities are being
kept strietly seeret.- It said == Whité House spokesmén had denied
that the FVI had been brought into the D minican situation at all,

The Post story went on to say: -

"Howev:r it is known the President personzl 1y contacted FBI

e
-

director J. Edgar Hoover last week and requested him to uniertake the

investigationn.

P "8ti1ll unknown at this point is the number of FBI agents involved
and whether'any of them have gone to Santo Domingo yet." 1113ped

The FBI in a request by the Associated Press for comment on the
Post story said there would be none.  There was no immedizte White House
comment. | (

The Post went on to Say:

"Mr, Johnson's decision to bring the FBI into the situation
represents a departure from the poliey followed by every Ameriean president
since the immediate post-World War II period,

"At that time, the FBI was assigned primary responsibility for
countering subversion and espionage activities within the United States.
Responéibility for evaluating and dealing with subversive activities in
other countries became the general province of the Central Intelligenee -~
2" eney. '

"From time to time, the FBI has been known to extend its
activities abroad, but in general the rule has been that the FVI
concentrates on demestic security whble the CIA handles overseas operations
#"Until now, this has béen the case in the Dominean Republic.W
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