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A 'Love Letter
Linking Angela
‘With Jackson

By Carolyn Anspacher

The fragment of a “love
letter” written by Angela
Davis to George Jackson
when he was an inmate of
Soledad prison crept into
her murder-kidnap-con-
spiracy trial in San Jose
vesterday.

Only one portion of the let-
ter, and its concluding “I
love you. Hasta la Victoria.
Angela” went into the trisl
record despite a day - long
attempt by Miss Davis’ at-
torneys to suppress all cor-
respondence excharged by
her and Jackson.

Jackson, one of the so-
called ‘“‘Soledad Brothers”
accused of killing a Soledad
guard, was killed last year
during a disturbance at San
Quentin Prison.

PAMPHLET

.This particular “Dear
George” letter, written by
Miss Davis on June 22, 1970,
was eontained in a letter
from Jackson’s then - attor-
ney, John Thorne of San
Jose, and also contained a
something . - less - than -
romatic pamphlet: Mao Tse
Tung’s tract entitled ““Com-
bat Liberalism.”

Officer Raymond W. Kel-
sey, then in charge of the
Soledad mailroom, said he
felt the Davis letter was a
“form of contraband,’” inter-
cepted it and turned it over
to his superior, Captain
Charles Moody.

Kelsey, red-faced and ob-
viously uneasy, said heread
only the opening paragraph
and noted the signature be-
fore consulting with Moody.

SHEET

He gingerly held the single

sheet of punched binder pa-
per, with handwriting on
both sides, and was permit-
ted to read these words:
“Dear George: What ac-

;tivities am T supposed to
jtake time off from? Since
“that day described to you,

my life; all myy life’s efforts
have gone in one direction —
free George Jackson and the
Qoledad Brothers.

“Man, I have gotten into a
ot of trouble bt I don’t give
a damn. I love you. I love
my people. That is all that
matters, liberation by any
means necessary. Those
means are determined by
the nature and intensity of
the enemy’s response.. The
America oppressor has re-

- vealed fo us what we must
" do if we are serious about

our commltment. If I am

serious about my love for.

you, about black people, 1
should be ready to go all the
way. I am. Hence, a myriad
of problems which I must
talk to you about at some
point.

“1 love you. Hasta la Vie-
toria. Angela.”

LINK

This first concrete link be-
tween Miss . Davis and Jack-
son. for whom, the state
claims, she plotted and
armed the Aug. 7. 1970 es-

cape attempt with its subse- |

quent bloody gun hattle at
the Marin County Civic Cen-

ter, was not heard by the |
jury of eight women and |

four men.

Almost at the start of the |

eourt day the panel was dis-
missed for the day so oppos-
ing counsel could set their
legatl battlelines for admis-
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sion into evidence or sup-
pression of numerous letters
exchanged by Jackson and
Miss Davis.

{(The transcipt of the day’s
testimony was made availa-
ble to reporters. Thej jury
has been admonished by the
court on several occasions
not to read accounts of the
trial in the press, listen to
radio accounts, or watch re-
ports on television.)

ATTACK

In addition to the Soledad
letter, marked No.
identification.
renewed its violent attack on
four letters seized by the
FBI at Miss Davis’ Los An-
geles apartment 11 days aft-
er the Marin incident.

The defense also attacked
an 18 - page letter (or series
of letters) found among
Jackson’s effects after the
San Quentin disturbance in
which he was killed, and a
mysterious twe-page letter
apparently found in Miss
Davis’ Marin county jail cell
last August.

The 18 - page letter {or let-
ters) was identified by Spiro
Vasos, fingerprint examiner

for the State Department of
Justice. He testified he
found the typed sheets in a
plain manila envelope in
Jackson’s cell after. the San
Quentin disturbance.
- PROSECUTOR

The prosecutor, Assistant.
Attorney General Albert
Harris Jr., did not identify
the last two-page typed let-
ter beyond describing it as
bearing the date 7-8 (with no
vear) and noting that the

125 for |
the defense |

last word in the second page
s “George.”

Harris called Marin Depu-
ty Sheriff Mary Aunn Bron
in connection with this docu-
ment.

Mrs. Brown said that after
10 o’clock on the night of
Aug. 28, 1971, she went into
Miss Davis’ work cell in the
Marin county jail. Miss Da-
vis, then awaiting trial, had
retired to her sleeping cell
for the night. .

Mrs. Brown said she re-
moved Miss Davis’ electric
IBM typewriter on instruc-
tion of Undersheriff Sid Stin-
son, took it to “‘our office”
and there made an exact
copy of two pages of typing
given to her by Stinson.
Then, 45 minutes or an hour
-later, she returned the type-
writer to Miss Davis’ work
cell and “‘replaced it exactly
as it had been.”

CONTESTED

Introduction of all these
exhibits was hotly contested,
first by defense attorney
Doris Brin Walker, and then
by her colleague, Leo Bran-
ton Jr.

They claimed the Soledad
letter had been illegally and
unconstitutionally seized in
violation of the confidentiali-

ty of the lawyer - client rela- -

tionship. Removal of the 18§ -
page document from Jack-
son’s, effects after his death
Branton claimed W ”,‘!i]lega.
search and..j*s :

vis’ tvpewnfer from her cell
a violation of her status as a
co-counsnl in‘her ¢ase.

““At some point,” he. sald

“a letter was found in Jack-
son’s cell and the attorrey
general’s office had some-
one surreptiously go - into
Miss Davis’ workroom. They

had .o search Warlant and |-

they violated a policy that
that workroom. was her law
office, full of conﬁdentlal
material.”

The defense submlt‘red for-
mal motions for the suppres-
sion of all the documents
and the prosecution will of-
fer its answering motlons
this morning.

Superior Court Judcre
Richard E. Arnason, who is
hearing the trial, is expected
to rule qulck'y




