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Fight Nixon's

News Media Proposals

The Amerlcan Civil

Liberties Union of North--

ern California announced
vesterday it will vigorous-
ly oppose President Nix-
on’s proposed legislation
1o “correct balance” on
television news broad-

casts.
“We have been forced into
the incredible situation

where we must now lobby
for the First Amendment,”
said Jay A. Miller, executive
director of the ACLU here.

The proposed administra-

tion  legislation, disclosed
Monday by Clay T. White-
head, Mr. Nixon's director
of telecommunication policy,
was described as the latest
_onslaught against the news
“media that was begun in the
early years of the Nixon ad-
ministration.
BAD

“There has been bad news
the last ten years — news of
" war in Vietnam, explosions
in our ghettoes and other un-

pleasant matters that no one
" likes fo hear aboui said
Miller.

“The bad news didn’t start
© with the Nixon administra-
tion, but what did start was
an ‘attempt to curb that
news.

RESPONSIBILE

Miller said the ACLU in
Northern California will
work closely with the nations
al ACLU to defeat, the televi-
sion news “balance” bill
when it turns up in Con-
gress.

“Local television stations

would be held responsible by
the government for ‘bal-
ance’ in national news that
comes from the nstworks,”
said Miller. “Whitehead said
that those who fail to act to
correct balance or who ‘ac-
quiesce by silence.” will be
held fully accountable at li-
cense renewal time.

“The economic stakes
here are very great for a
station operator and the net-
works.”

BILL

Miller declared the ACLU
will also become active in
the fight to guarantee re-
porters the right to protect
their news sources.

The organization favors
federal legislation sponsored
by two California Demo-
crats, Senator Alan Cran-
ston and Representative Je-
rome Waldie, and also will
ask Governor Ronald Rea-
gan to sign legislation tight-

ening California’s immunity
. =3

law.

“If the threats to unham-
pered news gathering and
dissemination which we are
witnessing go unchallenged,
every citizen will be de-
prived of his right to infor-
mation, and when that is

gone, all other rights arein” .

jeopardy,” ‘said Miiler.
“It is as though we are
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JAY MILLER
’An incredible situation’

going back to ancient times,
when the Greeks warhed cit-
izens against the bearser of
bad news, and Romans
killed him.” REAE




