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Street mDragnet
For Zebra lllegal

*Judge
Limits
Police

A federal judge ruled un-

constitutional and formally-

ordered a halt yesterday to
the wholesale police gues-
tionng of black men on San
Francisco streets in the
search for the Zebra killer.

The order by U.S. District
Judge Alfonso J. Zirpoli for-
bids police from forcibly

stopping and searching any-.

one simply because he re-
sembles a “profile’’ the Po-
lice Department prepared
on the Zebra killer — who
may be as few as one and as
many as four persons.

In the future, officers will .

have to have independent in-

formation creating a “rea--
that-
whoever they stop has com- -

sonable suspicion”
mitted a erime or is in the
process
crime.

Zirpoli also said thatif po-
lice lawfully stop a possible
Zebra suspect on the street
and fill out a ‘““field interro-
gation” card on him,.the
card must be destroyed at
the end of 60 days and can-
not be used for the investi-
gation of any other crime.

The order by Zirpoli came
a day after the Police
Department had itself issued
revised guidelines greatly
narrowing the latitude its
officers have in stopping
blacks.

Zirpoli had praise for these
guidelines but said he still
felt a preliminary injunc-
tion was needed because
“the danger of repitition has
not necessarily been re-
moved.”

Beyond that, he said:
“The sense of crisis in
police community relations
persists, and nothing would
so directly ameliorate it as a
judicial decree forbidding
the prictlces complained
ot b

; Zn‘poh made his ruling in
~suits filed by civil rights
organizations on behalf of
blacks. Attorneys for the Po-
lice Department had hoped
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“that the departmeni’s new
: guidelines would
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eliminate
the need for a court order.

“We did everything we
could to comply with the
constitutional question,”
City Attorney Thomas
O’Connor said afterward.
His deputy, George Agnost,
said the Police Department
will be urged to appeal the
ruling.

Police Chief Donald Scdtt
said that the department’s

.. legal officers will confer

with the city attorney’s staff

" 1o decide whether to appeal

the order.

At 6:30 p.m. yesterday,
Chief Scott issued a teletype
order instructing his men to
conform with the .court rul-
ing.

Under Scott’s order, effec-
{ive immediately, no one
was to be stopped merely
because he might resemble

the police compsite picture
of the Zebra killer.

Officers were instructed to
stop only persons engaged in
suspicious activity. In other
words, the chief ordered all
oificers on the street to re-
vert to normal patrol proce-
dures.

Sergeant David Roche,
Scott’s legal adviser, said
revised guidelines for the
Zebra investigation were ex-
pected to be drawn up to-
day.

In the-Zebra shootings, all
the assailants have report-
edly been black and all the
victims white.

Zirpoli noted that with
the murder of 12 persons
and the wounding of six oth-
ers in five months, both
public and police are “‘under-
standably outraged and im-
patient with any obstacle in
the search for the murderer
or murderers.”

Zirpoli said he fully under-
stands the difficully police-
men have in their daily
work, but rvemarked that
what seems “‘logical and
practical” to an officer in
the solving of crimes “may
turn out to be a deprivation
of another’s constitutional
rights.”

He added: “The Police
Department is society’s in-
strumentality to maintain
law and order, and to be
fully effective it must have
public confidence and coop-
eration.”

During seven days of Op-
eration Zebra’s massive
“search - and - question” of
blacks, nearly 600 blacks re-
sembling the police profile
and sketch of a prime sus-
pect were interrogated.

This .police practice was
largely abandoned on Tues-
day on grounds that it was
“unproductive and ineffec-

tive.”



