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A Black Pani'h” foiCe

By Patrick Murpii%’

Oakland and Berkeléy po-1.

lice yesterday arrested gﬁg‘
persons in a house occupied
by members of the Black
Panther party in East Oak-
land. The raid. occurred
shortly after 5a.m. °

No one was injured and;,
there was no Tesistance
when nine pohcemen with a

search warrdnt entered the !

house at 1524 29th avenue.
The pohce sald they con-

- shotguns,<omie automatic ri-
fle, one hand grenade, am-
munition, gas masks, radio
equipment-that can monitor
police calls. bulletproof
vests, a quamtity of mari-
juana and a bloody haseball
bat.

After  discovering the»
‘house contained illegal arms
and narcotics, the officers
‘arrésted all the residents of
the house — ten men and

four women

S hM “persons-were
charged mthmossession of a
handsgrenade, illegal weap-
ons; dangerous driigs and
with conspiracy.

Bail was set at $280,000, or
$20,000 for each defendant.

Panther party Chairman i

Bobby Seale, who was not
present nor arrested in the
raid, told a press conference
yesterday that the police ac-
tion was “polltlcally in-
splred ”

Seale said the 29th avenue
house was a political head-
quarters for collecting voter
information, and served-as a
nerve center for Panther
campaign activity.

“These charges are ab-
surd,” Seale said. “It’s a
plot to discredit he party in
the eyes of the people be-
cause we do have the ability
to take the next election.”

The-Panthers plan to tield
a slafeof five candidates for

i
il

election.
‘Seale, who ran unsuccess-
fully for mayor of Oakland

in 1972, said there were 3000 ,

names, and addresses of
_workers in the house, and

“~that the list of namés had

disappeared after the raid.

~ He said an outlay of al-
most:$300,000 in bail money,
“would halt us.” Seale ap-

in next:year’s

the commu;mty to
%hanthera raise the

*bail money.

Berkeley police.spokes-
man Richard Berger said
the raid resulted from the
beating in Berkeley Monday
night of Michael W. Foster,
21.

Berger “said  Foster, who

‘was hitchhiking, -Had been
-picked up "By ‘a car contain-

ing three men, one whom.

five openimgs on the nine- *

member Qaklamd le ¥
Ba.ck Page Col. 6

cerepent ST PRt ut. " ) 3
Foster recognized s a Pati?

ther associate. _y
A, ;

The spokdsman said Fos-
ter; was: pistol-whipped and
beaten.with; a baseball bat,
then dumped into the street.
He was not. seriously in-
jured.

Foster told police his’ 8-
‘sailant lived at the 29th ave-
house, police said,’anda

i rch warrant Wasdhen is-

Sued.”
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Police said l'hey found sawed-off shotguns, an automatic rifle, a hand grenade,
ammunition, gas masks and bullet-p roof vests in the East Oakland house.



