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THE

_Siaie’Sizms Upin H. Rap Brown Trial

By JOHN SIBLEY

The prosecutor at the K. Rap
Brown trial summed up his
case yesterday, accusing de-
fense lawyers of diversionary
tactics, speculation and innu-
endo,

He told the jury that the
“robbers were apprehended red-
handed on their immediate
flight from the scene.”

~  The prosecutor, Assistant

District Attorney Jack T. Lit-
man, summed up as the trial
entered its 11th week before
Justice Arnold G. Fraiman in
State Supreme Court.

Brown, the 29-year-old for-
met head of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee, is on trial with three
co-defendants in the armed rob-
bery of a West Side bar and
the attempted murder of sev-
eral policemen in the running
gun’ fight that followed.

Mr. Litman, scoffing at the
summations that had been of-
fered by William M. Kuntsler

and three other defense at-
torneys, told the jurors: “What
they've raised up before you
are straw men, hoping that one
or two of you will gras pat
them.”

Under the law, the jury may
draw no conclusions from the
fact that defendants decide not
to testify in their own behalf,
a“point that Judge Fraiman is
expected to make in his charge
to. the jury today.

But that didnot prevent Mr.
Litman from telling. the jury:
“They never offered a reason
able explanation for the pres--
ence of the defendants on 85th
Stret.” o :

‘It That Improbable?’

0. T. Wells, who presented
the final summation for the de-
fense, had obviously anticipated
that. Mr. Wells represented Levi
Valentine, who was seized mo-

ments after the holdup in the

vestibule of a nearby apartment
building.

“Is it unreasonable,” Mr.
Wells asked in his own sum-
mation, “for a man who finds

himself in the midst of a gun
fight to seek the refuge of a

'building? Is that improbable?”

The  prosecution had sought
during ‘the trial to overcome
the “innocent bystander” con-
tendtion by associating Valen-
tine with a bandolier .of bul-
lets, some loose bullets found|
later under a mat in the festi-
bule, and a revolver found in
the street nearby.

Mr. Kunstler had also used
the “innocent bystander” ar-
gument, but not in the pres-
ence of -the jury. He repeat-
edly told newsmen outside the
courtrooin that Rap Brown had |
just happened upon the West
85th Street gun battle shortly
after 3 A.M. on Oct 16, 1971.

Since he was a fugitive from
justice in Maryland, and fear-|
ing the might be recognized
by the police, Brown had raced
to the roof of a nearby apart-
ment building, according to Mr.
Kunstler.

The jury will begin its de-
liberations today after being
charged by Judge Fraiman.




