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Rising Threat of the Presidency

WASHINGTON — (UPI) — A special senate sub- See also letter to zditor, by Herbert u. Levine,
committee, ‘after a painstaking computer search of WYTimes 3% Auvg 73, filed W/gate.
the statute books, concluded yesterday the United
States since 1933 has been operating under emergen- "The aborted Wixzon revolution; Watergate and i
;y ,rpclle, tconiernmg RES SUEERHON, HOWENS a1 [ future of American polities," by Hans J. Morgenthau,
rgs'i‘hinssﬁbcommittee said it discovered 470 major The Hew Republic, 11 Aug 73, filed Watergate

provisions of federallaw giving Presidents-“aq enor-

_ mous T seemingly expanding and never ending -+
_range of emergency powers.”’ It recommended Cons. .
gress act promptly to end four presidentially pro-
claimed states of national emergency which permit,
the President to invoke powers granted him under )

any of the 470 laws. .

. “Under the power delegated by these statutes,"‘
the panel said, “‘the President may: seize propex%y 73
orgamze and-control.the means. oﬁprodugg? ; geize
‘commodities; assign military forces abroad; inst-

tute martial law; seize and control all transportanon
and# commumcatlon £ gulate the operation of pri-
vate enterprise; restriet ftavel; and, in a plethata of
particular ways, control the lives of all Am ean
citizens.”

The study was prepared by the year-old Spec1al
Committee on the Termmanon of the Natlonal
Emergency

Since 1933, when President Franklin D- Roose-
velt-requested and received unprecedented peace-
time powers to deal with the Great Depression; ‘“‘the
United States government has been operating under
an unrelieved state of emergency of 40 years’ dura-
tioni” the Committee said.

#During this period, an enormous body of 1aw:
dealing with severe economic crisisénd Aericald re-

sponse fo.ithree wars has been passed by Cofigress
through an dhll()bt unnoticed process of gradual ac-
cretion.”

In ‘addition to the National Emervency declared
by Roosevelt, three others have never been lifted,
the Committee said: the Dec. 16, 1950, declaration by
President Truman at the outet of the Korean con-
flict, and the March 23, 1970, and Aug. 15, 1971, dec-
larations by President Nixon.

Co-Chairmen . Frank Church (D-Idaho), and
Charles Mathias Jr., (R-Md.), said in a foreword to
the: 607-page document that only a few delegated
powers have been regularly used, but added:  °

:“It is possible that some future President could
exerc1se this vast authority in an attempt to plage
theUnited States under authoritarian rule. While the
danger of a Dictatorship arising through legal
-means may seem remote to us today recent histary
-records Hitler seizing control thrqugh the use of the
emergency powers.” :,i%,}.f‘
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