‘. PREP

NYTimes MﬂR 24 1373

lztorv' "

The Physmlan as a’ Spy

Ta the Editor: e
“As a physician practicing in New:

York State, I have received “Instrucs

tlons” ftom Hollis T. Ingraham, MD.,

Commlssrlonef of Health, informing me

that effectxve Apml 1, 1973, “all physi- -

cians are ‘required yy Section 3372 d« B

the Public Health Law to. report to mhe

State. Depaﬁrtment of Heaith, prompfly,

the name and. addressvof any. patient .
he finds - an, dict Jor habitual drug
- user of an cotic -drug defmed in
Section 330249( e Law.”

If the state/wants tosregister «“ad- .
dicts? and- “l'mblmpal ‘dmg smsers,” it
could order ‘them 'to register  them-
selvés. Of wburse, many ;i
refram from such sel

as theu- models, chose what mué’f

seemed to them a more “efficient®ly way

of getting these “patients” neg1st red

namely, by ordermg their phys1 ans
to denounce théem to the author tles
But how would a physma;n know ithat
a person_js.an “aﬁdwt”f “habjtual
drug user ing 't‘he patient

rtradltlonal expectatlon — hencefw'nh
fatally false — that the | patient’s confi-
dences would remgan his pbysxmams
secrets.
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I write, then, to protest against this
measure I consider another giant step
forward in the transformatmn of the
American physician from ‘doctor 'into
detective, from protector of the- patient
into spy for the state, and to urge The
Times, and the press generally, to take
appropnate steps ‘t0 warn the - ‘public
of the ways in which physicians prac-

- ticing in New York State . (and velse-

where) are required by law to ‘function
as secret agents for the ‘government.
Only through such publicity can our

citizens protect themselves against in-

advertent selfdmcnmmamonuby de-
ceiving their physicians before their

| physicians can deceivé them. .
A THOMAS S. Szasz, M.D.
et Professor of Psychiatry

State: University Hospital :
of the Upstate Medical Center"
' Syracuse, March 13, 1973
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