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Nixon Asks Strict

New Secrecy Law

- Washington

. “The Nixon admdnistra-
. tion asked Congress yes-
: terday to create a new
- crime in the national se-
. curity field by punishing
- the disclosure of classified
- information regardless of
» whether the classification
- was proper. ;

The proposal is part of a
680-page bhill to revise the
entire code of federal crimi-
~nalilaw for the first time

since 1790. It would not per-
- mit a deféndant to argue, as
- Daniel El]sberg is contend-
. ing in the Pentagon Papers
+ trial, that the disclosed in-
- formation did not harm the
. national security.
© The  administration bill
- would not punish a private
. citizen for receiving the in-
- formation — unless the indi-

- vidual was “on agent of a

. foreign power’—but a pri-
- vate citizen could be prose-
« cuted if he then transmitted
© the information to others.

It would also be a crime to
. communicate non-classified
. information “relating to the
. na’aonal -defense to'a person’
- not .authorized to recelve it
- . vegardless of its origin, :
i relatmg to the military cap-
. ability of the United States .
* or of an associate nation.”
- Representative William S.
.. Moorhead (Dem .-Pa.),

chairman of the Housé In-
formation Subcommittee,

promptily denouriced the pro- .

posal.

“Rather than applymg its
efforts to punish the over-
classifier who inhibits the
public’s right to know;”’ said
Moorhead, the administra-
tion “would make it a crime
to merely disclose a docu-
ment which happens to have
a classification stamp on it,
even if the classification is
an outrageous affront to
eommon sense.”

The national securlty sec-
tion is one of several parts
of the proposed criminal
code which may prolong the
process, already six years in
fhe making, of compiling all
the federal crime laws in
cre well organized volume.

Other controverial sub-
“aets in the massive code in-

clude the administration’s *

new death penalty propos-
al, the virtual elimination of
the insanity defense in the
federal courts, stlffenedknar-
cotics penaltles and ne
initions of obscemty

.. Competing versions

e e, one drafted by a spe- |
‘ol 1 Congressmnal commis- ’

smn ‘and’ the otheér-'by the
staff of . a Senate criminal
laws subcommlttee are al-
ready before
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