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'U.S. Grand Jury
‘Called Inquisition

The Nixon administra-
tion was attacked .here
vesterday for allegedly
using Federal grand juries
to intimidate Americans
sympathetic to left-wing
philosophies.

The charges came from .

two separate quarters within
the legal profession — the
National Lawyers Guild’s

Grand Jury Defense Office '
here and the American Civil |
Liberties Union of Northern

California. v

. 'The attack against “grand
jury inquisitions” came as
11 witnesses, subpoenaed
from seven cities acrdss the
country, were scheduled to
start appearances today be-
fore the grand jury at the
Federal building here.

. -Government officials have
refused to describe the sub-
jéect of the grand jury probe
or say what kind of ques-
tions will be asked.

JUSTICE

‘It is known that the Grand
Jury’s questioning will be di-
rected by the Internal Secu-
rity Division of the Justice
Department.

*“The involvement of the
Internal Security Division
makes clear the political
motivation of this investiga-
tion,” said Barbara Hyland
of the National Lawyers
Guild in a press conference
yesterday. .

"The ACLU made similar
charges at a different press
conference. ‘

““The concern we have is
that the grand jury network
is emerging as the new in-
strument of the administra-
tion fo curb dissent,” said
Jay A. Miller, the ACLU’s

executive director here. -

“The traditional grand
jury system of protecting
people from the power of the
government is now being .

twisted around and wused

against them,” Miller de-
clared.

ATTORNEYS

Meanwhile in the court of
U.S. District Judge Robert
F. Peckham, attorneys for
the prospective witnesses
filed a number of motions to
cancel or postpone the grand
jury investigation.

Only one was successful.
Peckham agreed to delay

the start of the session —
scheduled for yesterday aft-
ernoon — until 10 a.m. today
to give attorneys more time

to consult with their clients.

Attorneys for the witness-
es believe — based on pre-
vious questions asked by the
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation — that the quiz may
concern the Weatherman, a
splinter faction of the Stu-
dents for a Democratic so-
ciety.

Observers have speculated
that the FBI lost contact
some time ago with mem.
bers of the Weatherman as

they went completely under- -

ground. Now, according to
observers, the government
wants to find the where-
abouts of Weatherman by
questioning persons who
may have known them.

Another Lawyers Guild

spokesman, Marty Fassler,

said witnesses may face
contempt charges — and

possible prison sentences — !

if they fail to appear for
questioning, or refuse to an-
swer.

PROSPECT

"It is this prospect which ‘

many feel “intimidates and
creates a climate of fear
that discourages people
from talking to each other,
from thinking with each oth-
er and from {rusting each
other,” said Fassler.

Nine of the witnesses sub-
poenaed to testify are James
Bosworth of Alameda;
David Grabill of Venice;
Mark Alter of Portland,
Ore.; Howard Berg of Min-
neapolis, Minn.; Dr. Phillip
Craven and his wife, Karen,
of San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Robert L. Susmann of Red-
wing, Colo.; Stuart V. Wid-
gerson of Hackensack, NJ.;
and David Rosenberg, no ad-

dress given. Two others |

were not named.

All were described as hav-
ing some left-oriented politi-
cal beliefs, though none are

known to have been mem- i

bers of the Weathermen, ac- !

cording to their attorneys.

Fassler said the “timing
and location of the inquiry is
not accidental.”

“It is one month betore an
election and in the midst of
an intensified American
bombing campaign in Indo-
china.”
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