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New Rules for
Subversives’

By Jared Stout

WASHINGTON — (NNS)
— Membership in ‘“‘subver-
sive or revolutionary -ter-
rorist” groups would be
grounds for automatic dis-
missal from federal jobs
under terms of a pending
Nixon Administration pro-
posal.

Adoption of the proposlal
would mean abandonment of
legal safeguards imposed for
protection of unpopular
groups affer the anti-

Communist scare tactics of

the late Sen. Joseph R.

-McCarthy.
The safeguards require the

an Atomic Energy Commis-
sion security conference.

Mardian called court deci-
sions which carefully circum-
scribed operations of internal
§ecurity programs ‘legal-
isms.”

He said “‘legal distractions
.. . have placed an onerous,
if not impossible, burden on
government and industrial
security officers,” and that
the new standard were one of
several proposals to lighthen
the load.

Among others he named
was a July 2 executive order
from President Nixon author-
izing the Subversives Activi-

government to prove crimi-
nal or other miscounduct be-
fore dismissing a federal
worker. Mere membership in
a group listed by the Attor-
ney General as ‘‘subversive’
now is not enough.

The proposed standard
would mean dismissal for a
worker if government offi-
cials decide his  continued
employment would not pro-
mote the efficiency of his

employer.
No evidence or proof that
‘membership in .a ‘‘subver-

sive or revolutionary - terror-
ist”” group would be required
under the proposal, which is

ties Control Board to hold|. ..

hearings and name groups
that fall into the “subver-
sive” or ‘revolutionary-ter-
rorist” category.

That order is under attack
cn Congress. Sen. Sam J. Er-
vin (D-N.C.) has introduced
two bills to bar use of federal
funds to enforce the order.

Mardian said consideration
of membership in groups
“‘dedicated to revolutionary -
terrorist principles would of-
fer a ‘““more realistic” test
than present standards.

He believes ‘‘the vast ma-
jority of Americans would

aimed at workers in jobs that
do not require security clear-
ances.

A Justice Department
spokesman declined yester-
day to name any organiza-
tion which would fit the ““sub-
versive” model, or to cite
any evidence of incidents in-
volving such groups that
would warrant a change in
the power of government to
hire and fire,

“The department does not
characterize organizations,”
the spokesman said. ‘““The
proposal does not arise from
any specific incident. It was

that the existing (internal se-
curity) system functions ade-
quately.”

The spokesman termed the
new standard for ‘“‘subver-
sives” and federal johs ‘“‘a
working proposal,”” which for
the moment, could take the
form of either legislation or
a presidential executive or-
der.

Assistant Attorney General
Robert G. Mardian. head of
the Justice Departrnent’s in-
ternal security division, and
chief of administration ef-
forts in domestic intellig- |
ence, referred to the propos—l

felt that (it) was needed so'lal in rgmarks prepared for |

agree that persons who
are knowing members” of
such groups ‘‘should not be
employed in even non-
sensitive positions, not sim-
ply because they are disloy-
al, but beccause such people
are not likely to improve the
delivery of governmental
services of a government
system they are trying to de-
stroy.”

He contended federal agen-
cies should be able to dismiss
an employe if membership in
an -offending group would
dimihish his employer’s effi-
ciency,




