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House Unit Calls Black Panthers
‘Incapable’ of U.S. Overthrow

WASHINGTON, Aug. 23 (AP)
A divided House Internal Secu-
rity . Committee described the
Black Panthers today as rant-
ing revolutionary radicals “to-
tally incapable of overthrowing
our Government by violence.”

However, instead of being
“merely mischievious children,”
said Representative Richardson
Preyer, members of the militant
Negro group “turn all too easily
to guns in their rage and
frustration. _

“They pose a serious physical
danger to the police,” he con-
tinued, “and their violent lan-
guage and conduct create a
climate: for revolution, even
though the Panthers themselves
cannot bring  about a
revolution.” -

Mr. Preyer, North Carolina
Democrat who is head of a
committee panel that investi-
gated the Panthers last year,
defended the nine-member com-
‘mittee’s 145-page report .amid
icriticism.from Republicans who
largued that the study should
jhave hit harder.
| ‘Subversive Criminal’ Group

The four G.O.P. members of
the committee—John M. Ash-
brook of Chio, Roger H. Zion of
Indiana, Fletcher Thompson of
Georgia and John G. Schmitz
‘of .California—contended that
the report.did not give “a clear
understanding of * the Black
Panther ‘party ‘as a' subversive
criminal group using the facade
of politics and Marxist-Leninist
ideology as a cover for crimes
of violence and extortion.”

Mr. Preyer said that the facts
would-justify “a real zinger of
a report” but added:

“Such a report would run
the risk of making martyrs of
the Panthers; a cooler and more

flagging Pantehr party by mak-
ing. available the charge of
‘oppression.” The Panthers wear

balanced - report would avoid|
any possibility - of reviving a|

‘oppression’ . like a badge; it is

their excuse for not making
it in society or even trying to
make -it. It is their too easy

excuse for any unlawful or|

violent act.”
Party Chapter Studied

The report, denouncing what ',

it called “the gun-barrel poli-

tics” of the Black Panther|

party, came after research into
the group’s national structuring
and operations of party chap-
ters in Kansas City, Mo:, Seat-
tle, Omaha, Neb., Des Moines,
Iowa, Detroit, Philadelphia and
Indianapolis.

_Mr. Preyer said that the|

party, “as a national organiza-

tion, is near disintegration. Its;

peak ‘membership '~ was never
more than 1,500 or 2,000, and
the committee hearings docu-

ment the steady decline in these|,

numbers during the last year.”
The report criticizes use of
the mails for distributing . the
the party’s official newspaper.
It says also the Government
should be sure ‘“‘all Federal tax
obligations are- fully met.”
The G.O.P. dissidents insisted

that the tone and emphasis of

the report were “unfair to the

police and to the American peo-

ple — especially blacks — who
have to cope with Panther crime
and violence.

" “The treatment of the Pan-
ther relationship to the 'Com-
munist party is grossly ‘inade-
quate,” the Republicans added.
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