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v;‘g_tor for Tests on

Children to Find Potential Criminality

'These tests cain’t distinguish. If
Michelangelo had been tested
at age , they'd probably have
killed him.” .

Another news conference par-
il [ticipant assailed the special

camps suggested by Dr. Hut-
schnecker. “That smacks of
1 Dick Tracy, goody -baddy
image. “There are some treat-
'ment methods which have been
successful. But even they are
,worthless if the treated child is
ithen reintroduced to the same
degenerated environment.”

Dr. Hutschnecker’s memo-
randum to the President was a
critique of the work of the
National Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Vio-
lence. A principal conclusion
iof the commission was the
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need for reforming the social
environment.

“No doubt there is a desper-
ate need for the urban recon-
struction,” the memorandum
said. “But I would suggest an-
other, direct, immediate and I
believe effective way of tac-
kling the problem of its very
origin, by focusing on the crim-
inal mind of the child.

“The Government should
have mass testing on all 6-to-8-
year-old children to help detect
the children who have violent
and homicidal tendencies. Cor-
rective treatment could begin
at that, time.”

He called for day-care
centers, after-school centers for
older children, and guidance
counseling for potential delin-

quents.

“For the severely disturbed,
the young hard-core criminal,
there may be a need to estab-
lish camps with group activities
under the guidance of couse-
lors, under the supervision -of
psychologists, who have empa-
thy (most important) but also
firmness and who can earn the
respect of “difficult” adoles-
cents.”

Dr. Claude Jackson Bartlett,
a spokesman at the psychlogi-
cal association conference to-
day, said the proposal could not
be taken seriously. But even if
discarded quickly, he said, “I'm
concerned that the public, in re-
action to this, will turn off on
all the legitimate research go-
ing on in this area.”
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