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WASHINGTON — Conlrary to a wide-
spread impression here fostered by
White House aides that President Nixon
went to court to prevent publication of
the Pentagon papers at the insistence of
Atty. Gen. John Mitchell, legal action
actually was decided upon by the Presi-
dent alone prior to any reccmmendations
from lieutenants.
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Moreover, Mr. Nixon decided to seek
the anti-publication injunctions in full re-
alization that this probably would, tem-
porarily at least, reduce the political ad-
vantages coming his way as a result of
the revelations of the Johnson adminis-
tration’s preparation for the Vietnam
war.

The account put out by some Presiden-
tial aides, attempting to protect Mr. Nix-
on, was that he was merely following
Mitchell’'s legal advice in asking the
Federal courts to prohibit The New York
Times (and later other newspapers)
from printing the secret reports. In
truth, the President had immediately de-
cided that such a legal move was neces-
sary to protect the right of the govern-
ment to keep security information secret
even though the case undoubledly would
be lost.

Besides, Mr. Nixon, himself a devotee
of the conspiracy theory in politics,
teared that Democrats would hint at a
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conspiracy participated in by the White
House to embarrass the Democrats if he
did not try to suppress publication of the
documents.

Nevertheless, in conversation with
close associates, the President has made
clear he still hopes that political divi-
dends will be derived from the papers.
From the beginning, he had planned to
make a statement reaffirming his belief
in freedom of the press once the Su-
preme Court finally ruled against the
government’s efforts to prevent publica-
tion. With the censorship issue so dis-
posed of, the President calculates, he
can enjoy the political luxury of letting
nature take its course and Democrats
suffer for the decisions of the Johnson
administration.

But this tactic requires top Republi-
cans to keep cool and quiet, letting the
documents speak for themselves. Accord-
ingly, Mitchell was aggravated when
Sen. Robert Dole of Kansas, Republican
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National Chairman, missed the signal
from the White House and waded in with

a brawler’s statement attacking the
Democrats for causing all the trouble in
Vietnam.

A figure from the past has quieily
emerged as Sen. Edmund Muskie’s top
man in the vital state of California: Bev-
erly Hills lawyer Paul Ziffren, only
semi-active in politics since being
dumped as California’s Democratic Na-
tional Committeeman in 1960.

This has raised eyebrows among some
Muskie supporters in California, who feel
the senator meeds a bright new face to
run operations there rather than a re-
tread. But Ziffren brings some important
assets to the job: intelligence, political
shrewdness and — perhaps most impor-
tant — lack of sharp identification with
the vicious factional feuds which have
racked California Democrats over the
past decade.
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fight was Nixon's decision

In contrast, the man put in charge of
Muskie’s fund-raising in California is a
completely new face: Los Angeles busi-
nessman John Sweetland, rece
moved West from Detroit. His job will
be to unlock the big California Demo-
cratic money now in virtual escrow for
Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey.

The E.osz faced by Ziffren m:g
Sweetland is typified by San Francisco
real estate millionarie Walter Shoren-
stein. Although the Muskie camp has
been cheered by a token contribution
from Shorenstein, he tells friends he will
not actually back Muskie unless both
Humphrey and Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
are out of the Presidential race. Whatev-
er Kennedy ends up doing, Humphreyites
in California are spreading the word that
Humphrey definitely will be a candidate
in 1972.

President Nixon’s political operatives
who want to paint Rep. Paul (Pete)
McCloskey of California, Mr. Nixon’s
prospective challenger in next year’s pri-
maries, as a onetime moderate Republi-
can moving leftward at a frightful pace
were given campaign ammunition re-
cently by McCloskey himself.

He joined a Palo Alto, Cal., committee
raising bond money for Leo Bazile, a
black revolutionary leader charged with
the severe beating of a 41-year-old wom-
an hospital worker who had refused to
honor a strike at Stanford University
Hospital. Bazile, 26, a Stanford senior
who worked as an intern in McCloskey’s
Congressional office two summers ago,
is president of Stanford’s black student
union.




