New Ymk

- Roger W Straus Jr the
New . York publisher, sald
yesterday his company had
been told by “a relibalain-
termediary’” earlier this
month that former-President
Nixon “would entertain an
offer of $2 million” for the
mght to publish his mem-
oirs.

leon associates have .

made no comment this week
about Mr. Nixon’s literary
plans, but a former assistant

to him said - he\understaod ’

the former President was
planning to do a great ‘deal
of writing.

And Scott Meredith, the
New York -literary agent,
said a Nixon aide had tele-
phoned him after Mr. Nix-
on’s resignation to ask
whether the Nixon memoirs
could indeed bring. $2 million
as. Meredith has previously
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estimated. ...

- AT fsaid Wlﬂl(mft a doubt &
Meredith “reported:  But
Straus, the presidentof Far-
rar, Straus & Giroux; said,
“I think $2 million is' more
than the property is werth.”
He said his company had de-
clined the offer, because
“we donr't have that, kmd of
money.’”

Straus sald the 1ntermed1-
ary, whom he declined to
name, had telephoned:from
Washington and sail’ Mr.
Nixon would entertain the
offer of the money ‘‘spread
over a ten-year period at
$200,000 a year.”

Straus said he assumed
the $2 million was to.be for a
“package” deal, thatis, one
that would include paper-
back. and other subsidiary
publishing rights to Mr. Nix-
on’s life story.
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