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Nixon Finds Sailor’s
- Nofe Inside a Botile

Key Biscayne

“To whom it may con-
eern,”” began the water-
stained note in the bettle. ‘I
“had nothing fo do so I'm
writing you.”

The “you’ turned out to
be none other than President
Nixon. The seaborne mes-
sage was from a sailor who
asked that the finder of the
bottle contact his grandpar-
ents. So the President of the
United States duly followed
instructions.

It began March 23, when
18-year-old TLarry Metivier
and a buddy were aboard
the amphibious assault ship
Guam en rtoute from Nor-
folk, - Va., to Jacksonville.
They were on waich. They
also were bored.

“He threw a bottle over’
board, so I decided to do it
as well,” Metivier said yes-
terday. ‘I never expected to
hear anyone had found that

. Applanalp,

,co.Em for about ten %@.mwm..:

But the green-tinged bottle
found its way to Grand Cay,
an island in the Bahamas. It
was there that Mr. Nixon
found it on Mermaid Beach
while taking a stroll Satur-
day “with friends C.G.
{(Bebe) Rebozo and Robert
Grand Cay’'s
oWner. N

The White House checked
out the letter, written on
blue-lined notebook paper,
and found that its author
was an airman apprentice
with a ‘Navy helicopter
squadron stationed at Jack-
sonville. )

“ . .. Please write to this
address if you found it,” the
letter said. Instead of writ-
ing, the President decided to
telephone Larry Mefivier’s
grandfather, William L. Sta-
ples of Havertown, Pa.

Mr. Nixon told Staples in
the Sunday night call that he

had ?E& the message.
“He’s a good boy—he’s a

“fine boy,” the White House

quoted Staples as saying.
“He didn’t do anything
wrong, did he?” :

Staples was m&oﬁw‘ as-

sured that his grandson had
not done anything wreng, a
White House spokesman
said. '

Metivier said yesterday in

Jacksonville that he got a
call from his mother relay-
ing the fate of the bottle.

The young sailor, a Demo-
crat,” said his mother told
him Staples thought the eall
from Mr. Nixon was a hoax
until Rebozo also got on the
line.

“I hadn’t told them about

the bottle,” Metivier said.
“It was such a minor thing.

-1 forgot about itimmediate-
. ly after 1 threw it over-

board.”

Associated Press
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Metivier showed how he put the message in another
bottle that washed ashore for Mr. Nixon to find
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