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President Nixon,
Hughes and Rebozo
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SENATORS would like to question two of
America’s most mysterious figures —
phantom billionaire Howard Hughes and
President Nixon’s shadowy friend Bebe
Rebozo — about their backdoor dealings.

The Senate Watergate Committee has
been quietly checking into a column we
wrote two years ago about the strange
Hughes-Rebozo-Nixon relationship. Last
week, the committee’s crack investigator,
Terry Lenzner, gave the Senators his pre-
liminary findings behind closed doors.
Here's what he told them:

A Hughes henchman, Richard Danner,
slipped $100,000 in $100 bills to Rebozo in
two separate, $50,000 packages, which
were delivered directly to the President’s
cross-country estates at Key Biscayne,
Fla., and San Clemente, Calif., in 1969 and
1970.
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T HE PAYMENTS coincided closely
with two government decisions favor-
able to Hughes. In June, 1969, President
Nixon approved the sale of Air West to
Hughes. The following year, the Justice
Department reversed an antitrust action
which had barred Hughes from expanding
his hotel-casino empire in Las Vegas.

A few weeks after the final $50,000 de-
livery was made, then-Attorney General
John Mitchell brought Danner into his of-
fice and informed him of the favorable an-
titrust decision.

Lenzner’s findings confirm, essentially,
what we have written. The White House
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swore to us that President Nixon never
received the $100,000. Danner swore the
money was intended as a campaign con-

tribution and was never mentioned to
Mitchell. And Rebozo swore through an in-
termediary that he has never misused any -
campaign money. &

As Lenzner ticked off his findings at:.
the closed-door meeting, Vice Chairman...
Howard Baker, (Tenn.) expressed quief
dismay, o

“If you can verify those facts,” he 1gld .
Lenzner, “we have a whole new can of
worms.” After the meeting, other Sena-
tors told us they would like to take testi-
mony from bhoth Hughes and Rebozo.
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MR. NIXON first got entangled with
Y4 Hughes in December, 1956, when the
eccentric  billionaire . siphoned $205,000
from a political fund in Canada and™
loaned the money to Mr. Nixon’s brother -
Donald.

Noah Dietrich, a respected former
Hughes executive, told us he tried to dis-
suade Richard Nixon from approving the =
loan. "o

“I tried to discourage him,” said Diet- |
rich, “against taking this loan for his
brother. I told him, ‘you can’t keep this
quiet. Too many people know.’ He told .
me, ‘Noah, I have to consider my family
ahead of my political career.’” o

A few weeks after Donald Nixon re- N
ceived the $205,000 loan, the Internal Rev- »
enue Service granted tax-exempt status -
to the Howard Hughes Medical Institufe. .



