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- ergate Theorles

80 “do inm Ehrlichman and H. R.
Haldemank They share a way of speak-
ing—an oddly convoluted diction that
. sounds often like a difficult transia-
v . * “tion, and pat phrases like “signing on
vieaus, like poor Tom  (off)” “brought up to speed on.” “in

: down our heads and cry? that - time frame,” “at this point in
”» “mw&ti+e ”

jmle also’ share a point of
pln'pose of life is to
{ with the pext
hierarchy, and that
‘and  wrong have
h the case. According
leof this sort are
&emmate the

sHection of xet.ectlwons
s oepired by oan ines-

wpired by
al in Britain's' left-
v \ld‘it‘\ﬂ‘an magazine. There
are certain American writers who get:
a queer thrill out of letting it'all hang
! out; before.a British 1ef§-intellt’:ct al
: aumerm‘ about hew horriblé

ml 0f the

mp‘é qu busy perpetuatmg h»u ,
dous soclal inequnalities and mven»tin»g
«&lmh delwhtful systems of ‘government
“Hitlerism and Stalipism, we
"omgomg hustlers” have mam@d for
“almost two centuries.now to keep-our-
selves a free peeple. That Is we
still are, and although no sehsible man
is proud of Watergate, that is what
Watergate abundantly proves..

“interior deco-
g, happy jumble of
good pieces and . bad inherited from
nd no ghosts stalked.
is now like a rich
wdictatnr’s effort to
an royalty. Presi-

No, it really doesn’t seem necessary
to emulate poor Tom Dooley.

But it may become necessary, if' a
rather widely held theory is correct.
This is the theory that the youngish
men who have appeared before the Er-
vin committee, and those yet to ap-
pear, represent the American ruling
class of the fature. A ruling class
tends to share a siyle, a way of speak-
ing, and a pomt of view. Jeb Stuart
Magruder and John Deah ‘shure a
style, & sort of bland neatness, and in
their siightly more middle-sped way.

White House 'cops like comic-opera
guards was the culmination of a
process that siw presxdents inereas-
mglgy treated “kings—or ' South
Awdem dictatprs—rather than like
‘citizens of & free country; and
b ﬁwy were treated that way, in-
“pehaving that way.

'W if ‘Watergate could
ippened if the White House still
¢ American past.'xqg ex-

!idealistic 12-year-old bov

Nixon

Original filed Watergate

“Would Wétergatt‘ have
happened if the White

House still smelled -f the
American past?”
ample, could residents of the Whire

House have happily e:changed memos
about how to use the federal taxing
power to “screw our political enemies,”™
if the ghost of Mr. Lincola had been
breathing down their necks?

)

‘Back, in 1959, when 1 was working on
an article about Vice President Nixon. |
visited his mother, the late Mrs Fran.
cis Nixon, at her house near Whittier,
Calif. She looked a lot like her son,
ski-jump nose and all, and she was &
charming and remarkably good-looking
lady. (This may seem a contradiction
in  terms, but consider .Julic
Eisenhower.) She was wonderiully
proud of her successful son, and she
showed me a vast collecticn of hoy-
hood photographs and other memen.
tos. Then she told me a small 1o
about Richard.

One evening when Richard was
about 12, she said, he was sprawled o,
the floor reading in the papers about

‘the Teapot Dome scandal. “Moiher ™
“he said, “do you know what T wan: @
be when 1 grow up? T want 1o he o
honest lawyer who goes 10 Washingion
to help people, not to cheat thems

What has happened 1o 1Zvesrb
Richard with his 12-vearob! ide
No doubt what happens to all
getting and spending we lay was
powers—only more so. Yet one can be
absolutely certain that Mr. Nixnn anes

. not see himself as many of his countiry

! men see him-—as an amoral, power-

© grabbing politician. One can be :ﬁm{m

fas certain that he sees himself as

}‘ changed in no.essential wav from that
THet i

tragedy of Richard Nixoo



