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Administration in Dark

Mr. Nixon's Self-Isol

By Carroll Kilpatrick

Washington Post Service
g .

Nashington

The last time President
Vixon held a Cabinet
neeting was on November
» the day after his re-elec-
ion victory.

The last time he held a
neeting of the National Se-
urity Council was on May
, the day he ordered the
aining of North Vietnamese
larbors.

The most recent presiden-

lal news conference was
Jetober 5.
Che only re- |
rent public
tatement
Ar.  Nixon
as delivered
0 person was
n November 27 when he
poke about his reorganiza-
ion plans to reporters at
Jamp David but did not sub-
nit to questions.

Since the cessation of the
>aris talks and resumption
december 18 of the massive
ombing attacks in the Ha-
wi-Haiphong area, Mr. Nix-
n has been almost totally
solated not only from the
wublic but from most admin-
stration officials.

They are as much in the
lark about his thinking, his
lans and his expectations
egarding Vietnam as the
yrdinary citizen.

CONGRESS
There is no record thatin

his latter period the Presi- |
lent met with any member

f Congress except Senate
Vlinority Leader Hugh Scott
Rep-Pa.). There have been
10 White House staff meet-
ngs for the purpose of in-
orming those aides of the
Sresident’s, thinking.

After Henry Kissinger re- |

urned from the Paris nego-
iations and reported to the
*resident, Mr. Nixon in-

structed him also to report
to Vice President Spiro Ag-
new, Secretary of State Wil-
liam Rogers, Secretary of
Defense Melvin Laird, CIA
Director Richard Helms,
and Admiral Thomas H.
Moorer, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The President gave his or-

der to resume the bombing _

at that time, but as far as
can be learned he met in
person only with Kissinger
and General Alexander M.
Haig Jr., deputy national se-
curity adviser.

MEETING

The President last met with
Kissinger and Haig on De-
cember 22 in Key Biscayne,
Fla., the day Haig returned
from a quick trip to South-
east 'Asia. Then Kissinger
and Haig went on vacation,
but the President and Kis-
singer kept in close touch by
telephone.

What concessions may
have been made by Hanoi to
Washington are known here
only to the President, Kis-
singer and two or three oth-
er officials. The majority of
members of the NSC staff
are uninformed as to what
happened.

Secrecy has become a

presidential weapon and
only the tip of the iceberg is

~ever apparent to the voters
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in this democracy.

In an appreciation which
Dean Acheson wrotle several
vears ago fo President Tru-
man, the former secretary
of state described how Mr.
Truman reached his contro-
versial decision to dismiss
General of the Army Doug-
las-MacArthur.

On April 6, 1951. the day

.after publication of MacAr-

thur’s famous letter criticiz-
ing the conduct of the Kore-
an War, President Tru-
man conferred with his sen-
ior foreign and defense ad-
visers.

On April 9, with his civil
and military  advisers
present, Mr. Truman “‘asked
for our considered advice
and listened without inter-
ruption” to his advisers.
who unanimously recom-
mended that he should re-
move MacArthur from his
command.

“The Pres1dent’s self chs—

" Senate

cipline in making his deci-
sion created a solidly unified
administration through what
might have been a most crit-
ical period and which cer-
tainly was a trying one,”
Acheson wrote.

BACKING

Mr. Nixon has not gone
through the unifying process
in bis latest decisions on
Vietnam. Does  he have full
backing within the adminis-
tration? He does not have
full backing among Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill.

The kind of consultative
spadework which might
have been expected could
have saved the President
the embarrassment of hav-
ing Republican Senator Wil-
liam B. Saxbe of Ohio de-
clare Mr. Nixon *‘appears to
have lost his senses on this

. I can’t go along with
him on this.”

Saxbe is a member of the
Armed Services
Committee which, among
other things. must pass on
the nomination of Elliot ‘L.
Richardson to be the next
secretary of Defense. Yet
Saxbe said he got no call
l*om the White House about
the President’s bombing de-
cision “and so far as I know
neither did any other mem-
ber of the committee.”
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