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Wit Sees Humorless

Bill Adier is America’s foremost expert
pu the wit (ot lack of ity among politicians
and Presidents, And this week he was feel-
ing soTTy for himself, and the nation, be-
cause: “We're going to have a very humor-
'pss campaign summer . . .

“When John Lindsay was forced to drop
out of the race, we lost our slim chance of
having a witty President,” Adler said. “Not
that Lindsay was my choice or thaf he
would have won — I think Nixon has the
election locked wpy — but Lindsay was the
only genuinely witty man in the race.

“Now we're leff, on the Democratic
stde, with candidates who are rarely capa-
ble of being amusing, no matter bow good
their seript-writers,

lumphrey isn’t great at being witty, but
he's the best of the pac:k. Muskie and
MeGovern won't give us any laughs. Nixon
has been too busy trving lo make the grade
all of his life o d@ve]@pa good sense of hu-
mer. As for George Wallace — I draw a

blank on him, A lot of people think he’s
funn bl not hecause of anything he
savs.'’
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ADLER IS EDITOR of such best-seliing
books as “‘The Kennedy Wit,”” “The Steven-
son Wit,”” “Presidential Wit,” ““The Church-
il Wit” and “The V”ashinffton Wits.”

He also compiled “The Johnson Hu-
mer.” which bombed because. “Although
Lyndon Johnson has a nice, earthy way of
kidding around, he just isn’t that ge: wuinely
W }‘Uv »

“I also wrote a velume oit Nixon’s wit,”
grinned Adier. “What I did was take afew
lives from Lineols — owr last witty Republi-
can President — and give them to Nixon.”
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p).e. Perhaps that’s me 1%5%, 211
spent most of his life in the Army, wi
isn't very funny. And Nixon was ioc
driving to take time for humor.”
The Democrats. on the other hand,
been extremely witly.
“Adial Stevenson was u g
tual wit, but he ran ahead
man had a marvelous sense of hum
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golng against him:
father and Catholicisy

campdwn speeches,
himself in fthese area
could get at him. He

“My contribufion to !rinrm,wp
ter. “is that, with one boak, “The Kesnedy
Wit,” § made it accepiable and even desiva-
ble for presidential cancidaies lo use hu-
mor for geiting vetes.
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"Now ever yhody has @ tunnywas
seript-writer. v nm evervbody
funny. It’s nob the ;
because some of the Lal.um,»w
carry off their ma

have to have a good mheyer
to handle a grm joke.”



