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we and Admiration at

L

Palaces

PEKING — (UPID
President Nixon took 2
break today in his wearying
20th  century diplomacy to
marvel at the Forbidden
City, where almost five cen.
turles of emperors shaped
Old  China’s  history  from
thrones of gold

wecorted by Yeh Chien-
yving, China’s leading mili-
rary figure, Nixon and his
wife spent 80 minutes tour-
mg the Imperial Palace’s
lving guarters and three
throne rooms. The palace. in
the heart of Peking. now is &
MUSeunn.

“The WNixons. bareneaded
and smiling despite heavy
snow and temperatures in
the 20s, walked and drove
through about 40 of the 754
acres in the palace grounds

Several hundred Chinese
tourists - families with
small children. teenage girls |
and off-duty soldiers — -
looked on curiousiy bat !
quietly. :

Main Throne :
Nixon Dbroke into a broad |
smile when he saw the maln |
throne  in the Hall of Su-
preme Harmony. elaborate. |
lv fashinoned atop a six-foot |
dals and backed by an elab-
orately carved sereen.

I the third throne reom,
only a few yards away. Mrs. |
Nixon showed special inter- |
mst i a collection of art
works and imperial treas- |
ures dating thousands of |
vears into China’s history.

The palace has stoodinits |
nresent general form since !



1407, when it was construet-
ed by the third Ming em-
peror. Yong Le.
Surrounding the palace it-
sell was a walled avea, into
which the Chinese people
were forbidden to go. called
the Purple Forbidden City.
Fee Less Than 3 Cents
The color purple was asso-

clated with the North Star

THE NIXONS VIEW JADE SUIT SEWN WITH GO

and was used to show that
the imperial residence was
the center of the cosmos.
Buildings imside the For-
bidden City were graduaily
opened to the public after
tize Manchu Dynasty fell in
i1l and now can be seen for

an admission charge of less

than 5 cents.

The imperial lving guar-:

the

cars.

ters continued to house roy-
alty until 1924 when the final
emperor, Alsin-Giore Pu Vi,
laft China.

Nixon entered the Forbid-
den City through the
massive red brick Gate of
Heavenly Peace, one of the

LDEN WIRE DURING PEKING TOUR
The body of a Han dynasty princess was buried i the suit on display in the Forbidden Cit

AR ERGLY

few remanung parts of the
old eity wall.

Four inches of snow hian-
keted the white marble ter-
races and sieps, the gray
brick courtyards and the pa-
goda-style, gold-painted tile
reofs of the palace.

the house and

The solermmty of all the
anclent grandewr was bro-
ken at one point when Nixon
was shown how the Empress
sat. on a throne placed be-
hind her husband.

“It's e same way to-
day.” Nixon remarked.
“The woman is always the
backseat driver They runm

many countries.”

Asked if it was true. Mrs.
Nixon replied:

“Well, almost.”

Nixon wore a gray topcoat
and his wite a beige mink

The President paused
longest before a glass case
cottaining two mummies in
all-jade “‘death suits’ which

were excavated after baing
buried 1000 vears,

They also saw and wers
phofographed with some
bronze horses, dating to 800
B.C.. that had never befurs
been shown tothe public

“We  don’t wani to ses o
ail today.” Nison gaid “Wa
want to leave somet Ung o

come back to



