Washington
MORE THAN
years ago, Dbefore the
Presidential election. Niu
on Image-makers were
busy projecting what bhe-
came popularly known as

four

the “mew” Nixon. Today.
gearing up for a second

campalgn, it appears they
have been working on his
wile as well.

Until  recently. the 59-
year-old First Luady, al-
though hard-working. had
accepted a mute. almost
invisible second-place role
to her husband. Richard
Nixon was the star; Pat
Nixon, the star's wife.

But something dramatic
has happened.

Pat  Nixon — or more
completely, Thelma Cath-
crine Patricia Ryan Nixon
— has clearly hegun to
emerge as a star in her
own right.

The Pal Nixon who sat
stiff and wordless beside
her husband on past trips,
breaking away only occa-
sionally to appear before a
woman’s  group. has just
earned the title of “Madam
Ambassador’™ following a
series of highly successful
solo foreign (and domestic)
missions where she wowed
her hosts with a relaxed
humor and good sports-
manship.

The Pat Nixon who said
she would never wear
pants in public (after her
husband voiced disapprov-
al ol them) 1is casually
modeling them in the cur-
rent issue of a national
magazine, participatedin a
recent lengthy television
interview in a pantsuit. and
was photographed in them
last summer strolling
along a California beach
with the President's arm
around her. xx e

Clearly. there has he
major change in the I

Lady. although she. and
the members of her sta'f.

emphaiically deny it Her
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Mrs

press o secvretary,
Constance Stuart. does nof
even hother to hide her an-
novanee when asked.

“There is NO new Pal
Nixen. % Mrs, Stuart said.
“T'moreally getting tired of

hearing that. She is the
same woman she has al-

ways heen.

Whether or not there is
actually a “mew’ person,
there is certainly a glossy
new image for the TFirst
Lady, a new role for Mrs.
Nixon much more defined
than ever before.

“This is absolutely true.
Mrs. Stuart said. “She is
now an ambassador. She is
a foreign diplomat on her

own. which is a new role
for her — for anv Firg

Lady. really. Last vear she
went on amercy mission Lo
Peru to hring relief SUp-
plies lo  carthquake vice-
tims).

“Last month she went in
Africa. She’s going Lo Rus-
sta and China. I'm sure if
it were up to the President
and the Secretary of State,
they would have her doing
even more. Bul there just
isn't enough time.”

One essential question.
however, is whether the
impetus has come from
Mrs. Nixon herself. or =z
high-powered White House
staff concerned with
ting Mr. Nixon re-elected.
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Naturally, in a campaigr
vear, a greatl deal of atten-
tion is given to anythiag an
incumbent President seek-
ing re-clection and mem-
bers of his family do. “Yon
have to remember that
since Mr. Nixon is Presi-
dent. his campaigning in
the traditional sense - as
is done by every other can-
didate — is restricted.”
said ane seasoned reporter.
“He can’t spend as much
time at il as the chatieng-
ers, simpiv because he is
President. So he sends his
wife.”
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