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‘The White House described

s “pure fabrication’” yester-
day an announcement by art-
ist Andrew Wyeth that he has
been selected to paint the of-
ficial portrait of President
Nixon.

Wyeth said in an interview
at Chadds Ford, Pa., where
he resides, that firstlady Pa-
tricia Nixon ‘‘personally
asked me to paint her hus-
band’s  portrait and 1
agreed.”

Wyeth said that he was au-
thorized by the White House
historical association to
make the announcement.

“Both  the President and
Mrs. Nixon respect him as 2
painter,” said a spokesman,
“but there’s been no commit-
ment on the part of the Whnte
House.”
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